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BREATH  OF  GOD, 

Breathe  on  me,  Breath  of  God* 

Fill  me  with  life  anew, 

That  i may  love  what  Thou  dastteffi& 
And  do  what  Thou  wouldst  do. 

Breathe  on  me,  Breath  of  God, 

Until  my  heart  is  pure, 

Until  with  Thee  I will  one  will 
To  do,  or  to  endure. 

Breathe  on  me,  Breath  of  God* 

Till  I am  wholly  Thine, 

Till  all  this  earthly  part  of  me 
Glows  with  Thy  fire  divine. 

Breathe  on  me,  Breath  of  God. 

Bo  shall  I never  die, 

But  live  with  Thee  the  perfect  St* 

Of  Thine  eternity. 


PREFACE. 

BEHIND  these  printed  words  these  is  tne  em- 
phasis, born  of  intense  conviction,  that  the 
need  of  all  needs  in  the  Christian  Church  to-day 
is  “ The  Power  of  Pentecost.” 

May  He  whose  presence  and  power,  is  the  sub- 
ject of  this  little  volume  use  it  in  hasting  44  the 
Crowning  Day”  for  which  we  toil  and  pray. 

T W. 
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CHAPTER  I. ' 

THE  POWER  OF  PENTECOST. 

BEFORE  turning  to  what  the  Word  of  God  has 
to  say,  both  on  the  negative  and  positive 
sides  of  this  important  question,  it  may  help  us 
all  if  we  get  a glimpse  of  the  wide-spread  crying 
need  for  a Pentecostal  awakening  in  the  Church 
of  God. 

The  keen  controversy  raging  round  the  subject 
of  holiness;  the  growing  spirit  of  enquiry  about 
its  meaning  and  principles;  the  ever= widening 
interest  taken  in  meetings  held  for  its  advocacy; 
and  the  growing  desire  for  books  and  papers  that 
deal  with  it;  all  point  in  one  direction.  An  ever- 
increasing  number  of  the  people  of  God  realize 
that  we  need  something  higher  and  fuller  than 
most  of  us  possess,  and  they  believe  that  it  is  only 
here  where  this  greatest  need  of  present-day  Chris- 
tianity can  be  met.  They  thank  God  for  having 
received  the  life  which  J esus  came  to  bring,  but  at 
the  same  time  are  painfully  conscious  of  their  deep 
need  of  something  more.  They  long  for  the  richer^ 
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deeper,  higher  life — the  “life  more  abundantly” 
which  Christ  has  made  possible  to  all  His  followers. 

I. — We  need  the  power  of  Pentecost  in  our 
individucd  relations  to  God . 

The  conditions  of  Christian  life  and  disciple- 
ship  are  vastly  different  now  from  what  they  were 
at  the  beginning.  We  have  no  risks  of  life  or 
goods  to  run  as  the  early  Christians  had,  and  we 
know  little  or  nothing  of  “ resisting  unto  blood.” 
Yet,  just  because  the  world  seems  more  friendly 
to  the  church,  the  temptations  we  have  to  meet  are 
all  the  more  subtile  and  dangerous. 

The  world’s  bland  smile  is  so  deceiving,  and  its 
enticements  so  alluring,  that  friendship  with  it  is 
largely  forgotten  to  be  “ emmity  to  God.”  Its 
secularizing  spirit  has  leavened  the  church  till 
large  numbers  of  Christians  have  almost  imper- 
ceptibly lost  nearly  all  the  spiritual  life  they 
ever  had. 

Tens  of  thousands  hardly  know  whether  they 
are  Christians  or  not. 

They  know  nothing  of  constant,  momenbby* 
moment  victory,  but  fall  before  temptation  daily. 

They  know  nothing  of  “praying  in  the  Holy 
Ghost,”  therefore  they  have  no  clear  sense  of  need, 
and  no  deep  encouraging  assurance  of  God’s 
longing  and  power  to  answer. 
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They  are  not  filled  with  His  intercessory  grace 
of  prayer,  and  enswathed  in  His  atmosphere,  and 
hence  have  no  knowledge  of  constant,  ready  access 
to  the  Father. 

The  are  conscious  of  His  presence  now  and 
again,  like 

A FKIEND  WHO  CALLS  IN  PASSING 

the  house,  and  so  they  can  only  at  intervals  strug- 
gle into  the  spirit  of  prayer  for  a few  brief  and 
languid  moments  With  many  even  these  times  are 
a half  penance,  because  their  souls  are  so  full  of 
lower  claims  and  purposes. 

They  have  no  abiding  joy  and  gladness,  because 
they  so  often  grieve  the  Spirit  of  God,  who  alone 
can  give  the  blessed  assurance  of  our  being  right 
with  God. 

They  do  not  live  in  any  deep,  full,  albconquering 
sense.  They  simply  spiritually  eocist . Instead  of 
a robust,  abounding,  all-victorious  participation 
in  the  life  of  the  risen  Chirst,  they  are  feeble  as 
children,  and  too  often  utterly  powerless  in  the 
presence  of  temptation. 

Many  of  these  are  weary  and  sick  of  this  low 
level  of  Christian  life,  and  hunger  for  something 
better.  They  ask  half  despairingly  if  there  is 
not  something  higher  and  richer  that  Christ  has 
made  possible  for  them.  Is  this  fluctuating,  up* 
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ancUdown,  now  conquering,  now  defeated,  now  re- 
penting, and  then  sinning  again,  kind  of  life  all 
they  can  attain  to?  Are  they  always  to  live  at  this 
poor  dying  rate?  Can  there  be  no  other  relation 
to  sin  than  this  of  uncertainty  and  intermittent 
triumph?  Can  our  Captain  lead  us  no  further  in 
this  fight  than  to  the  bitter  wail,  “ Oh,  wretched 
man  that  I am!  who  shall  deliver  me  from  this 
body  of  death  ” ? 

Robbed  of  the  peace  and  joy  which  were  their 
heritage;  ashamed  of  the  broken  vows  and  unful- 
filled pledges  which  so  thickly  strew  the  path 
behind  them;  bitterly  lamenting  in  their  better 
moments  the  dishonor  done  to  Christ  and  His 
cause  by  their  many  failures  and  defeats — they 
long  for  a better  and  higher  life. 

They  read  of  abiding  victory,  yet  they  are  con- 
stantly falling  before  the  assaults  of  the  world,  the 
flesh,  and  the  devil. 

In  their  vows  and  songs  they  crown  Christ 
“ Lord  of  all,”  yet  much  of  their  inner  life  seems 
to  be  completely  at  the  mercy  of  His  foes. 

They  know  of  their  Lord’s  legacy  of  peace,  yet 
their  souls  are  often  full  of  uncertainty  and  unrest. 

They  hear  of  an  exultant,  triumphant  faith  that 
conquers  the  world  and  defeats  the  Prince  of 
Darkness,  yet  their  souls  are  sorely  discouraged 
by  endless,  humiliating  defeats. 

They  know  they  are  called  to  a constant  zeal 
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and  an  unremitting  toil  for  the  salvation  of  others, 
yet  the  most  they  can  do  is  now  and  again  a fitful, 
spasmodic  effort  without  any  real  power. 

They  know  just  nothing  of  the  luxury  and  glad- 
some might  of  “a  heart  at  leisure  from  itself  to 
soothe  and  sympathize,,” 

This  is  the  state  of  many  who  ask  us  with  tears 
in  their  eyes  if  there  is  not  something  more  that 
they  need,  and  something  better  they  may  claim 

II.—  We  need  the  Poiver  of  Pentecost  in 
our  witnessing . 

We  rejoice  in  having  Christ  our  High  Priest  to 
represent  us  before  the  Father.  It  is  a high  and 
noble  privilege  indeed,  but  it  brings  to  us  a great 
and  solemn  responsibility,  for  we  are  called  as 
Christ’s  disciples  to  represent  Him  down^here.  By 
virtue  of  our  union  with  Him,  and  consequent 
sympathy  with  His  redeeming  purposes,  we  are 
His  witnesses  among  men.  In  the  power  of  His 
resurrection  life  we  are  to  live  before  them  and 
show  them  in  our  lives  what  He  can  do  in  and 
through  all  who  love  and  trust  Him. 

Many  around  us  know  nothing  of  Christ,  except 
what  they  see  of  Him  in  our  conduct.  They  form 
many  of  their  conceptions  of  Christianity  from 
what  they  see  of  its  working  in  the  daily  walk  of 
His  disciples.  Thousands  on  every  side  never 
read  the  Bible,  but  they  do  read  those  who  profess 


14: 


THE  POWER  OF  PENTECOST 


to  shape  their  lives  according  to  its  teachings. 
They  scan  our  conduct  with  searching,  eagle 
glance,  and  many  of  them  will  rejoice  if  they  can 
find  therein  an  excuse  for  their  own  Christlessness. 

Few  things  should  make  us  hunger  more  for  a 
holy  life  than  the  knowledge  that  the  godly  man  is 

THE  UNGODLY  MAN’S  BIBLE, 

and  many  around  us  read  no  other.  When  God 
gave  to  Israel  the  glorious  promise  of  full  cleans- 
ing and  spiritual  renovation,  recorded  in  the 
thirty-sixth  chapter  of  Ezekiel,  it  was  for  His  own 
‘name’s  sake,”  that  it  might  be  hallowed  among 
the  heathen  before  whom  they  had  profaned  it. 
This  explains  the  responsibility  of  being  “living  epis- 
tles of  Christ,”  known  and  read  by  our  fellow  men. 

In  the  present-day  multiplication  of  religious 
tracts,  papers,  periodicals,  and  magazines,  there  is 
so  much  easy,  cheap  reading  provided  for  those  in 
and  near  the  church  of  God,  that  many  read  little 
else.  Amid  the  engrossing  claims  and  intense 
friction  and  pressure  of  life,  they  gradually  get  to 
allow  others  to  do  their  thinking  for  them,  and  the 
solid,  brain  taxing  reading  of  the  past  is  largely 
neglected.  Very  few  will  now  read  Paley’s  Evi- 
dences or  Butler’s  Analogy,  yet  seldom  have 
Christian  Evidences  been  read  more,  or  with 
keener  scrutiny,  than  to-day.  Only  they  are  not 
those  bound  in  boards,  calf,  or  morocco,  but  in 
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silk,  winsey,  broadcloth,  and  fustian.  They  do 
not  stand  in  silent  rows  on  wooden  shelves,  but 
are  sitting  under  the  Gospel  on  Sunday,  and  mov- 
ing in  home,  office,  shop,  or  mart  on  every  other 
day.  The  only 

CHEISTIAN  EVIDENCES 

read  by  thousands  to-day  are  the  men  and  women 
who  claim  to  be  Christians. 

We  are  living  in  critical  days,  when  every  claim 
is  severely  tested,  except  by  the  weak  and  thought- 
less slaves  of  sacerdotalism,  who  sacrifice  the 
rights  of  manhood  and  womanhood  by  handing 
over  their  judgment  and  conscience  to  the  keeping 
of  another,  most  people  in  these  days  test  creed  by  - 
conduct,  and  measure  our  blessings  by  our  efforts 
to  bless  others.  It  was  this  that  led  our  Lord  to 
say,  “Let  your  light  so  shine  before  men,  that 
they  may  see  your  good  works,  and  glorify  your 
Father  which  is  in  heaven”;  and  that  called  forth 
the  Apostolic  injunction,  “Walk  in  wisdom  to- 
wards them  that  are  without.” 

Here  again,  therefore,  we  see  the  great  need  of 
the  masses  of  professing  Christians  receiving  this 
“ life  more  abundantly,”  that  before  the  watchful 
eyes  of  the  Christless  they  may  walk  more  con- 
sistently. 

Looking  at  our  past,  the  best  among  us  can  see 

such 
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GHASTLY  GAPS 

between  onr  ideal  and  our  actual  life  that  we  have 
no  hard  or  unloving  words  about  the  failings  of 
others.  Yet,  thank  God,  many  of  us  have  tasted 
and  do  know  in  glad  certainty  that  there  is  a 
higher  Christian  life  than  the  low  type  so  fear- 
fully common,  and  so  widely  popular.  We  know 
there  is  a life  of  closer  communion  with  Christ,  of 
richer  experience  of  His  saving,  keeping  grace, 
which  shines  out  upon  men  in  a clearer,  truer 
witness-bearing  than  that  in  which  thousands  are 
now  resting. 

The  veriest  tyro  in  Church-life  knows  that  all 
the  infidel  lecturers  and  writers  put  together  do 
not  lead  to  one  tithe  of  the  practical  scepticism 
which  results  from  the  low  type  of  Christian  liv- 
# ing  which  is  so  prevalent.  In  bitter  humiliation 
and  in  tears  we  have  to  acknowledge  that  nothing 
tends  so  much  to  make  the  outsider  remain  out- 
side like  the  unseemly  tempers,  the  self-seeking, 
the  petty  delinquencies,  and  the  ghastly  moral 
falls  too  common  in  the  churches.  It  is  when 

“ pillars  of  the  church  ” become  caterpillars  that 
they  kill  the  fruit  and  bloom  and  beauty  of  the 
Church  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  and  “ cause  the 
enemies  of  God  to  blaspheme.” 

It  is  a sad  pity  for  the  unsaved  that  they  should 
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judge  the  Christian  religion  not  by  The  Christ  but 
by  the  failures  among  His  professed  followers. 
They  grievously  err  in  this,  and  yet  we  can  under- 
stand  their  mistake.  Samuel  was  right  in  believ- 
ing the  bleating  of  those  sheep  rather  than  the 
protestations  of  the  erring  king,  for  sometimes  the 
professions  of  men  are  false  and  misleading,  but 

THE  VOICE  OF  FACTS 

never. 

It  is  heartbreaking,  but  painfully  true,  that 
there  is  no  discernible  difference  in  life  between 
thousands  of  church^members  and  thousands  of 
the  neglectors  of  Christ  around  them.  They  bear 
His  sacred  name  and  claim  to  be  His  followers, 
yet  they  only  differ  from 

THE  MORAL  SCEPTIC 

in  attending  a place  of  worship  once  or  twice  a 
week.  Devout  and  reverent  they  may  be  while 
the  service  lasts,  and  real  and  true  their  spark  of 
love  for  God,  yet  the  echoes  of  the  benediction 
have  scarcely  passed  away  till  they  are  as  utterly 
worldly  as  those  who  kept  outside.  Many  Chris- 
tian women  are  scarcely  clear  of  the  porch  till  the 
Master,  the  message,  and  the  holy  song  are  forgot- 
ten. All  dignified  dulness  is  gone;  all  listless- 
ness has  passed  away;  and  they  can  now  stand  a 
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little  excitement.  They  are  once  more  their  true, 
unrestrained  selves,  and  show  where  their  hearts 
really  are  by  their  choice  of  topics  for  conversa- 
tion. With  intensest  eagerness  they  discuss 
Harry’s  prize  at  school,  Lizzie’s  recent  engage- 
ment, the  beauty  of  Mrs.  Gould’s  new  sealskin 
jacket,  or  the  probability  of  the  weather  being 
favorable  for  Mrs.  Grandison’s  garden-party  on 
Tuesday  evening.  Men,  too,  come  from  the  sanc- 
tuary and  act  as  if  they  had  never  been  there. 
They  are  as  exacting  with  those  under  them,  they 
are  as  eager  in  the  race  for  wealth  or  worldly 
place  and  honor,  and  in  their  competition  with 
their  fellows  are  as  utterly  forgetful  of  the  golden 
rule  as  the  prayerless  men  with  whom  they  mingle. 

While  these  things  are  so,  till  we  see  the 
mighty  host  of  God  living  lives  of  such  faith, 
purity,  and  self-sacrifice,  lives  in  such  beautiful 
harmony  with  the  known  teaching  of  the  Gospel, 
that  there  is  a wide,  clear  gap  between  them  and 
the  most  upright  and  moral  among  the  Christless, 
much  of  our  appeal  to  the  world  will  be  in  vain. 
When  the  Church  receives  the  answer  to  her 
prayer,  “ Hallowed  be  Thy  name,”  we  shall  see  the 
answer  to  the  next  petition — “ Thy  kingdom  come.” 
She  can  only  expect  both  as  her  members  seek 
and  claim  “ the  fulness  of  the  blessing  of  the  Gos- 
pel of  Christ.” 
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CHAPTER  II. 

THE  NEED  OF  ALL  NEEDS, 

BELIEVING  the  Pentecostal  baptism  to  be 
the  deepest,  highest,  and  most  urgent  of 
all  our  needs  to-day,  the  whole  soul  cries  to  that 
Spirit  that  He  may  guide  the  pen  and  give 
“ the  thought  that  breathes,  the  word  that  burns.’1 
It  is  hardly  too  much  to  say  that  in  all  His 
utterances  Christ  never  perplexed  His  disciples 
more  than  when  He  said  to  them,  “ It  is  expedient 
for  you  that  I go  away.”  For  nearly  three  years 
He  had  gone  in  and  out  among  them,  their  almost 
constant  companion.  Day  after  day  they  had 
listened  to  the  music  of  His  words  and  gazed  upon 
the  wonder  of  His  deeds.  Their  dearest  hopes 
for  themselves  and  for  their  nation  were  centered 
in  Him.  Their  hearts  had  gone  out  to  Him,  they 
had  learned  to  love  Him.  Then  He  said  to  them 
“ I am  going  to  leave  you,  and  it  is  a good  thing 
for  you  that  I am.” 

The  cause  of  their  perplexity  is  not  far  to  seek 
They  had  never  grasped  the  meaning  of  His  worck 
when  He  had  spoken  to  them  of  the  coming  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  was  to  be  His  own  continued 
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life  upon  this  earth.  In  a loving  talk  with  them 
on  the  day  of  His  ascension,  He  cheered  and 
comforted  them,  roused  their  hopes,  and  braced 
them  for  the  good-bye  by  making  this  all-important 
fact  still  clearer  to  them  He  intimated  that 
while  He  had  made  possible  the  salvation  of  men, 
the  work  of  saving  them  was  to  devolve  upon  His 
followers.  He  had  founded  His  Church  and  His 
disciples  were  to  perpetuate  the  work  He  had 
begun.  But  He  also  made  it  very  plain  that  the 
power  through  wThich  they  would  accomplish  this, 
was  no  power  of  their  own,  but  a divine  might 
which  would  be  imparted  to  them. 

Having  watched  Him  taken  up  into  Heaven, 
they  went  back  to  the  city  to  tarry  till  they 
received  “ the  promise  of  the  Father.”  As  those 
ten  days  of  eager,  expectant  longing  passed, 
the  promise  that  rang  in  their  souls  was: 

“ Ye  shall  receive  power  after  that  the  Holy 
Ghost  is  come  upon  you.” 

They  held  to  this  and  claimed  its  fulfillment. 

On  the  tenth  day,  (all  important  day!  momen- 
tous day  for  one  hundred  and  twenty  men  and 
women  at  that  prayer-meeting!  momentous  day 
for  the  surging  crowd  outside,  and  for  millions 
still  unborn!)  the  answer  came  and  “ they  were 
all  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost.”  Before  the  shades 
of  evening  had  settled  down  upon  J erusalem, 
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THREE  THOUSAND  PEOPLE 

had  been  pricked  to  the  heart  and  soundly  con- 
verted to  God. 

Now  before  we  go  any  further,  let  us  try  to 
remove  a wide-spread — and  in  its  consequences, 
terrible — misconception  about  these  ten  days  of 
waiting: — 

I. — The  command  to  “tarry”  given  to  these  first 
disciples , is  not  a command  to  us  to-day. 

Thousands  act  as  if  it  were,  and  the  loss  to  the 
Church  of  Christ  through  this  mistake  is  incalcu- 
lably, pitiably  sad.  In  relation  to  the  Holy  Ghost, 
“ tarry  ” is  not  a New  Testament  word  after  the 
day  of  Pentecost.  Yet  thousands  of  poor  Chris- 
tians have  spent  years  of  unnecessary  waiting  for 
this  baptism,  through  thinking  that  it  is.  How 
utterly  indefinite  are  many  of  the  prayers  we 
hear  offered  for  this  filling  with  the  Spirit! 
If  we  rise  to  the  conditions  of  perfect  surrender 
and  trust  upon  which  the  Lord  can  give,  this 
Pentecostal  baptism  is 

A PRESENT  BLESSING 

which  we  may  have  now . 

How  many  Christians  believe  this?  Again  and 
again,  when  wre  have  set  this  before  our  people, 
and  urged  it  earnestly,  some  one  present  has 
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voiced  the  views  of  many  with  the  following 
question: 

“ If  it  were  necessary  for  those  early  disciples 
to  ‘ tarry  ’ ten  days  before  they  could  receive  this 
fulness,  on  what  ground  do  you  argue  that  for  us 
the  ‘tarrying’  is  unnecessary?” 

St.  John  gives  to  this  question  a beautiful 
answer.  When  Christ  gave  this  command  to  the 
eleven,  “ the  Holy  Ghost  was  not  yet  given;  for 
that  Jesus  was  not  yet  glorified.”  The  Holy 
Spirit  had  not  yet  come  to  His  Church  in  New 
Testament  fulness,  and  for  this  reason  they  had 
to  “ t^rry.” 

“ But,”  said  a minister  to  us  the  other  day,  “ was 
not  the  Holy  Ghost  always  in  the  world  among 
men?” 

Certainly,  but  not  in  the  measure  in  which  He 
is  with  us  now  in  what  is  specially  His  own  dis- 
pensation. Again  and  again  Christ  used  words 
like  these:  “When  He  is  come,”  and  “ When  the 

Spirit  of  truth  is  come.”  If  He  was  not  to  come 
in  some  fuller  sense  than  that  in  which  He  was  in 
the  world  already,  these  words  have  no  meaning. 
What  that  fuller  sense  was,  that  glorious  tenth 
day  explained.  He  did  come  then,  and  thank  God 
He  has  never  been  withdrawn.  Thus  they  were 
bound  to  “ tarry  ” for  the  enduement  of  power,  but 
we  may  claim  and  take  it  even  now. 
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While  we  thank  God  for  the  thousands  who 
respond  to  Christ’s  call  to  “go  and  preach  the 
Gospel,”  we  cannot  but  be  grieved  over  the  patent 
fact  that  many  of  these  earnest  ones  forget 

THE  OTHER  HALF  OF  THE  COMMAND. 

We  are  not  to  “ go  ” till  we  “ be  endued  with  power 
from  on  high.”  In  all  kindness  and  sympathy  we 
are  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  by  thousands  of 
sincere  Christian  workers  this  direct  command  is 
utterly  ignored.  A very  large  proportion  of  dis- 
ciples have  no  experimental  knowledge  of  this 
glorious  equipment  for  holy  toil. 

We  cannot  too  earnestly  point  out  to  them  this 
terrible  blunder.  Nor  can  we  too  clearly  show 
them  the  almost  absolute  uselessness  of  rushing 
into  Christian  work  without  the  first  and  highest 
qualification  for  it.  But  let  us  also  make  it  plain 
that  we  are  now  living  in  the  dispensation  of  the 
Spirit , and  may  therefore  have  now  the  fulness  of 
power  for  which  the  first  Christians  had  to  wait. 
God  is  not  honored  and  there  is  no  blessing  for 
men  in  our  waiting  for  months  or  years,  as  too 
many  are  doing,  for  that  which  God  wants  us  to 
have,  and  which  a perishing  world  needs  us  to 
have  to-day.  We  are  to  pray — let  us  pray  more 
than  we  do;  but  let  us  translate  our  " tarrying ” 
into  trusting.  When  the  fulness  is  ours,  we  must 
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still  pray  for  the  renewing  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
Those  who  were  “ filled  ” on  the  day  of  Pentecost 
were  “ filled  ” again. 

Now  as  long  as  these  early  Christians  leaned 
hard  on  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  ex- 
pected  true  results  only  as  He  wrought  them,  they 
were 

WELL  NIGH  IRRESISTIBLE. 

The  shed  blood  of  the  saints  only  enriches  the 
ground  for  grander  harvests.  The  bitter  persecu- 
tions that  fell  upon  them  only  converted  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Church  into  missionaries.  It  simply 
send  them  into  all  the  regions  round  about,  with 
hearts  of  love  and  tongues  of  flame,  to  tell  the  glad 
tidings  of  salvation.  Wherever  they  went,  “ the 
Lord  went  with  them,  confirming  the  Word  with 
signs  following.”  Idolatry  was  shattered,  pagan 
temples  were  emptied,  and  the  converts  were  mul- 
tiplied by  hundreds  and  thousands.  In  a very 
short  time  the  tide  of  victory  had  rolled  to  Rome, 
and  in  the  imperial  court  of  Caesar  there  were  loyal 
followers  of  the  crucified  Nazarene. 

About  the  morning  of  the  fourth  century,  the 
Emperor  Constantine  professed  discipleship  to 
Jesus,  and  wao  baptized.  Then  the  Christian 
Church  committed  a blunder  from  which  she  has 
never  recovered.  She  widened  her  borders  without 
any  corresponding  purity  and  power.  She  trans- 
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ferred  her  dependence  from  divine  power  to  the 
smile  of  royalty  and  patronage  of  a throne.  The 
Bride  of  Christ  entered  into 

AN  ADULTEROUS  MARRIAGE 

with  the  secular  power.  From  that  time  the  whoh 
Western  Church  steadily  drifted  into  the  midnight 
darkness  of  the  Middle  ages,  from  which  she  was 
only  roused  by  the  trumpet  voice  of  Martin  Lu- 
ther. It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  the  Church  of 
God  stands  in  grave  peril  of  repeating  this  blun- 
der in  these  days. 

No  words  should  be  needed  to  show  that  some- 
thing is  terribly  wrong  in  the  work  of  the  Church 
to-day.  A single  glance  at  the  difference  between 
the  magnificent  success  of  the  early  Church  and 
our  meager  triumphs  now-a-days  makes  it  plain 
that  some  great  essential  is  wanting. 

Of  the  sacerdotal  churches  we  cannot  speak  in 
this  matter.  When  churches  go  back  from  the 
dispensation  of  the  Spirit  to  a religion  of  forms 
and  ceremonies — when  they  substitute  salvation 
by  sacrament  for  salvation  through  personal  faith 
in  Christ — their  membership  conveys  no  idea  as 
to  the  number  of  Christians  among  them.  Mem- 
bership in  such  folds  is  often  a widely  different 
thing  from  discipleship  in  Christ’s  Church.  But 
speaking  of  the  evangelical  churches,  membership 
is  yet  our  best  way  of  reckoning  progress. 
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In  most  of  them  it  is  practically  at  a standstill, 
while  the  population  is  increasing  by  leaps  and 
bounds.  Year  by  year,  as  we  get  a glimpse  at 
returns,  we  rejoice  in  the  scores  and  hundreds  who 
have  been  won  for  Christ,  yet  weep  that  they  are 
so  few.  We  win  one  here,  and  a score  there,  and 
praise  God  as  we  see  them.  Then  as  we  realize  that 
the  vast  masses  around  us,  live,  walk  through  life 
by  our  side,  and  then  die  Christless,  the  anguish 
is  often  such  as  only  God  must  see. 

As  we  think  of  the  thousands  of  educated,  ear- 
nest  ministers,  and  the  magnificent  army  of  con- 
secrated  lay  toilers,  male  and  female,  who  are 
working  for  the  world’s  salvation;  as  we  think  of 
the  costly,  massive,  yet  flexible  machinery  now  in 
use  in  the  churches;  as  we  think  of  the  rapid 
strides  of  civilization  and  the  marvelous  facilities 
it  brings  for  spreading  the  Gospel;  as  we  think  of 
the  stream  of  gold  constantly  flowing,  the  torrent 
of  prayer  which  is  constantly  rising;  as  we  remem- 
ber the  rain  of  sympathetic  tears  falling  dady 
about  the  souls  of  men,  and  then  see  how  much  of 
it  all  counts  for  little  or  nothing, — we  cannot  but 
see  that  there  is  something  terribly  wrong.  The 
land  is 

NETWORKED  WITH  CHURCHES, 
and  the  multiplication  of  ecclesiastical  agencies  is 
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marvelous.  Earnest  thousands  are  giving  their  time, 
their  money,  their  strength,  aye,  some  are  giving 
their  very  lives,  to  save  their  fellow  men.  In 
spite  of  it  all,  the  mass  of  men  stand  aloof  from 
Christ,  and  treat  our  evangel  with  a sullen,  severe 
indifference. 

Most  of  these  toilers  are  so  sincere  that  this 
comparative  failure  is  all  the  more  painful. 

THE  SAD  WASTE 

of  power,  money,  sympathy,  and  toil  which  results 
from  the  want  of  something  to  make  it  telly  is  all 
the  more  bitterly  heartbreaking. 

What  is  the  matter?  Where  is  the  weak  place 
in  the  Church  of  God  among  men  to-day?  How 
is  it  that  it  is  becoming  more  and  more  difficult  in 
nearly  every  place  to  get  men  and  women  con- 
verted  to  God?  Why  is  it  so  much  harder  now 
than  from  twenty  to  fifty  years  ago  to  get  men  and 
women  in  large  numbers  to  break  with  a worldly 
life  and  become  out-and-out  in  their  stand  for 
Christ? 

Has  the  Church  of  God  become  lazy?  No 
doubt  there  are  lazy  people  in  it;  but  that  is 

NOT  THE  WEAK  PLACE. 

Since  the  first  fifty  years  of  the  Christian  era 
there  have  never,  perhaps,  been  so  many  conse- 
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crated  men  and  women  toiling  for  the  salvation  of 
men  as  there  are  to-day.  The  activities  of  the 
Church  are  simply  wonderful,  and  thousands  of 
her  toilers  make  us  praise  God.  They  are  so 
earnest  and  sincere,  too,  that  the  failure  of  the 
Church  to  conquer  the  world  makes  us  all  the  more 
sad. 

It  is  not  for  want  of  advice , for  that  flows  into 
the  Church  in  streams.  Her  drawers  are  full  of 
prescriptions,  and  she  is  weary  of  nostrums.  She 
only  needs  to  get  back  into  her  native  air — the 
breezes  of  the  Holy  Ghost— to  become  once  again 
robust  and  beautiful. 

A few  years  ago  this  burning  question  was  dis- 
cussed at  the  annual  gathering  of  one  of  the  great 
free  churches,  and  many  wise  and  good  men  ten- 
dered their  counsels. 

One  pleaded  for  more  intellectual  sermons.  He 
pointed  out  the  marvelous  advance  of  education 
and  the  wonderful  multiplication  of  scholastic 
agencies.  The  ministers  were  then  urged,  to  read 
the  best  books,  to  keep  in  touch  with  all  the  liter- 
ary movements  of  the  day,  and  to  be  abreast  with 
modern  thought  in  every  subject.  Another  pointed 
to  the  growth  of  culture  in  our  times,  and  urged 
the  adoption  of  more  classical  music,  a more  ornate 
liturgy,  and  a higher  appeal  to  the  aesthetic  in  all 
our  services. 
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Others  complained  of  being  bound  by  a too  nar- 
row creed  and  a too  restricted  Church  polity;  they 
complained  of  bondage,  and  cried  out  for  a free 
hand  and  a larger  liberty. 

There  is  something  in  all  these  hints,  and  we 
have  nothing  to  say  against  them;  but  they  do  not 
go  to  the  root  of  the  matter.  It  is  claimed  by 
many  that  social  conditions  to-day  are  terribly 
against  the  Church  in  her  work,  and  no  doubt  they 
are.  But  when  we  think  of  the  fearful  array  of 
antagonistic  forces  that  fronted  the  Apostolic 
Church,  and  the  victories  they  won  in  spite  of  them, 
even  this  will  not  account  for  our  position  and 
wide-spread  defeat  in  these  days. 

Then  what  is  the  matter?  What  is  this  great 
something  which  is  lacking?  What  is  the  power 
for  the  want  of  which  so  much  sincere  Christian 
work  to  day  yields  so  little  result?  What  is  there 
wanting  in  connection  with  Christian  toil  that  so 
often  leads  earnest  souls  to  burst  into  tears  and  say, 
“ I can  hardly  go  on:  so  much  we  do  seems  to  be 
in  vain,  and  the  end  we  seek  looks  as  far  off  ae 
ever  ” ? What  is  this  need  of  all  needs  in  the 
Church  of  God  to-day? 

O for  the  happy  hour 

When  God  will  hear  our  cry, 

And  send  with  a reviving  power, 

His  Spirit  from  on  high. 
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We  meet,  we  sing,  we  pray, 

We  listen  to  the  Word, 

In  vain;  we  see  no  cheering  ray, 

No  cheering  voice  is  heard. 

While  many  crowd  Thy  house, 

How  few,  around  Thy  board, 

Meet  to  record  their  solemn  vowa* 
And  bless  Thee  as  their  Lord. 

Thou,  Thou  alone  canst  give 
Thy  Gospel  sure  success, 

And  bid  the  dying  sinner  live 
Anew  in  holiness. 

Come  with  Thy  power  divine, 

Spirit  of  life  and  love! 

Then  shall  our  people  all  be  Thin©; 
Our  church  like  that  above. 

&ev»  George  Washing  tom  Bethwm. 


The  Age  of  Activity. 
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CHAPTER  III. 


THE  AGE  OF  ACTIVITY. 


E closed  our  last  chapter  with  the  question: 


How  are  we  to  account  for  the  fearful  gap 
between  our  Christian  activities  and  practical  re- 
sults? How  is  it  that  with  such  a host  of  noble 
toilers,  and  such  vast  resources  at  our  disposal,  the 
outcome  is  so  bitterly  disappointing?  We  affirm 
that  the  true  answer  is  this: 

The  Church  of  Cod  is  not  to-day,  as  she  was  at 
the  beginning,  il  filled  icith  the  Holy  Ghost  ” 

This  baptism  is  our  great  need,  underlying  all 
our  other  needs,  and  until  that  is  met  we  shall  have 
no  general  revival  of  the  work  of  God  on  a great 
scale. 

Our  danger  is  to  rely  upon  men,  methods,  and 
money,  instead  of  relying  upon  Him  who  alone  can 
raise  up  the  men  and  equip  them,  suggest  the  meth- 
ods and  vitalize  them,  bring  in  the  money  and 
make  it  a blessing  when  wTe  have  got  it. 

Take  the  men  as  an  illustration. 

When  Christ  founded  His  Church,  He  wanted  a 
dozen  men  with  whom  to  begin  the  work.  Where 
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did  He  get  them  ? Did  He  send  to  Greece  to  seek 
them  among  the  enltnred,  philosophic  disciples  of 
Socrates  and  Plato?  Did  He  go  to  Rome  and 
seek  in  that  home  of  legislative  genius  and  mili- 
tary prowess  disciples  hardened  and  trained  by 
severe  discipline?  No!  He  mostly  tramped  along 
the  shingly  shores  of  the  Sea  of  Galilee,  and  se- 
lected men  with  hard  hands  and  browTn,  sunburnt 
faces,  but  men  whose  hearts  could  be  made 

BIG  ENOUGH  TO  ENWRAP  A WHOLE  WORLD 

in  their  love  and  sympathy.  He  sent  these  men 
to  college  for  three  years  at  His  own  blessed  feet, 
( and  unless  a man  has  been  to  that  college  you  can 
never  make  him  a minister  by  sending  him  to  any 
other).  At  the  end  of  that  time  they  graduated 
with  their  S.  W.  They  were  soul^winners  of 
such  a type  that  their  names  are  scarcely  ever 
rightly  heard  in  these  days  but  they  bring  inspira- 
tion and  help  to  the  hearers. 

We  shall  not  be  misunderstood  here.  There  is 
nothing  in  the  highest  intellectual  culture  that 
need  interfere  with  the  saving  of  men.  One  of 
the  mightiest  soubwinners  the  world  ever  knew 
was  a keen  scholar.  St.  Paul’s  was  a master  mind. 
He  was  a giant  in  intellect.  Yet  his  supreme  pas- 
sion was  to  win  men  to  Christ,  and  thousands  were 
the  crown  of  his  rejoicing.  By  all  means  let  us 
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culture  the  mind  as  much  as  possible.  God  ex- 
pects us  to  make  every  gift  we  hold  as  effective  as 
it  can  be.  Not  one  word  do  we  say  against  culture 
and  refinement.  The  Lord  expects  every  disciple 
of  His  to  be  a lady  or  a gentleman  according  to  the 
sphere  in  which  we  move.  There  are  no  sanctions 
for  vulgarity  in  the  Word  of  God — “ be  courteous.” 
These  things  give 

A POLISH  TO  THE  SHAFT 

that  often  makes  it  pierce  the  deeper  in  the  holy 
war. 

In  these  things  the  Church  is  growing  rich. 
There  never  were  so  many  scholarly  and  gifted 
men  in  God’s  army  as  to-day.  We  give  them  a 
hearty  welcome  and  long  for  more.  It  is  a cause 
for  profound  thankfulness  that  the  Church  of 
Christ  sees  the  value  of  these  things,  and  gives  the 
utmost  encouragement  to  men  of  higher  scho- 
lastic attainments  and  men  gifted  in  scientific 
research  and  knowledge,  to  enter  her  ranks.  She 
was  never  so  rich  in  gifts  as  she  is  now;  but 
the  deepest  need  is  not  so  much  for  gifts  as  for 
graces . A Hallelujah  lassie  who  left  a cotton  mill 
only  three  months  ago,  if  filled  with  the  Holy 
Ghost,  will  do  more  real  work  in  building  the  city 
of  God,  than  the  longest- headed  D.  D.  in  the  land 
who  has  not  got  this  glorious  anointing.  If  he 
/ 
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felso  Jias  this  fulness  he  will  accomplish  more  than 
the  lassie,  for  he  has  more  gifts,  more  machinery. 
But  if  he  has  only  the  gifts,  and  she  has  the  holy 
unction,  then  for  the  work  of  God  we  prefer  the 
lassie  to  the  Doctor  of  Divinity. 

With  ail  our  profound  respect  for  scholarship 
and  mental  gifts,  the  men  who  hold  them  cannot 
do,  and  never  have  done,  all  the  good  work  in  the 
Christian  Church.  We  have  all  known  or  heard 
of  men  utterly  illiterate  who  have  turned  a multi- 
tude to  God.  Men  who  knew  nothing  of  society 
culture,  and  who  never  read  a grammar,  who  have 
spoken  words  which  fell  upon  the  hearts  of  their 
hearers  like  living  fire. 

Certainly  we  wrant  more  men  of  the  highest 
possible  gifts  and  human  qualifications,  but  still 
more  urgent  is  our  need  of  more  of  the  power  of 
God.  Whatever  the  men,  whatever  their  gifts, 
whatever  our  legislation  and  methods,  and  what- 
ever the  temporal  wealth  of  the  Church,  it  is  all 
so  much 

DEAD  MACHINERY 

unless  it  be  vitalized  and  made  effective  by  the 
mighty  power  of  the  Spirit  of  Pentecost. 

The  activities  of  the  Church  to-day  are  wonder- 
ful, and  we  cannot  be  too  grateful  for  them;  yet 
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how  heartbreaking  is  our  progress!  The  reason 
is  that  with  all  our  activities  the  spiritual  tone  of 
the  Church  is  low,  the  temperature  is  terribly 
down.  There  is  not  heat  enough  to  ripen  the 
fruit.  The  only  heat  that  can  ripen  fruit  for 
God’s  garner  is  the  fire  of  Pentecost.  That*  fire 
comes  upon  the  churches  hi  answer  to  prayer,  and 
too  many  churches  have  also  given  up  praying. 
Thank  God  many  churches  pray  more  than  ever, 
and  many  individual  Christians,  too.  Neverthe- 
less, a number  of  churches  have  lost  their  love  for, 
and  their  confidence  in,  what  our  forefathers 
understood  by  united  prayer. 

It  is  comparatively  easy  in  most  places  to  get  a 
score  of  Christians  to  sit  for  two  hours  arranging 
a bazaar.  It  is  not  difficult  to  get  twice  as  many 
to  spend  three  hours  arranging  a Sunday-school 
excursion  or  a Band  of  Hope  picnic.  In  how 
many  churches  could  we  get  as  many  people  to 
come  to  a week-night  prayer-meeting  and  stay  a© 
long?  We  have  known  cases  where  church  offi- 
cials, in  leaving  committee  meetings,  have  found 
a few  good  souls  waiting  to  occupy  the  room  they 
have  just  left.  When  asked  if  they  cannot  stay, 
their  answer  has  been: 

“It  is  only  a prrx7er-meeting.” 

And  yet  the  Christian  Church  was 
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BORN  IN  A PRAYER -MEETING. 

It  was  upon  pleading  men  and  women  that  the 
mighty  chrism  of  the  Spirit  first  fell. 

We  must  have  our  ecclesiastical  machinery  as 
flexible  as  possible,  and  avail  ourselves  of  every 
adaptation  in  liturgy  and  form  of  service  that  will 
make  us  more  effective  for  God  and  men.  We 
must  grasp  every  pure  and  legitimate  aid  within 
our  reach,  that  will  help  us  to  make  the  spirit  of  our 
times  minister  to  the  progress  of  the  Gospel.  Yet 
we  must  remember  that  our  distinctive  genius 
from  the  beginning  has  been  the  soul-converting, 
soul-sanctifying  unction  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
Should  we  forget  this,  our  Church  will  become  a 
spiritual  mausoleum  and  our  record  of  member- 
ship the  mere 

CENSUS  OF  A CEMETERY. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  point  out  that  the 
world  to-day  is  in  a tremendous  hurry.  The  word 
fast  is  about  the  best  word  for  expressing  the 
time  spirit  of  present-day  life.  Instead  of  the 
Church  evangelizing  the  world,  the  world  has  had 
considerable  success  in  secularizing  the  Church. 
So  the  spirit  of  the  world  has  got  into  the  Church. 
In  the  Church,  as  in  the  world,  it  is  in  many 
places  all  hurry,  rush,  confusion,  and  din.  A lot 
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of  good  Christians  are  so  busy  they  have  no  time 
to  do  anything.  They  have  so  much  to  do  they 
get  nothing  done.  Their  hands  are  so  full  their 
hearts  get  empty.  They  are  so  much  with  men 
they  have  little  or  no  time  to  be  with  God.  There 
is  a fearful  disproportion  between  their  own  spir- 
itual state  and  the  large  amount  of  Christian  work 
they  have  in  hand.  Thus  so  much  work,  ear- 
nestly, sincerely  done,  counts  for  little  or  nothing. 

We  once  heard  a Methodist  minister  called  “a 
circuit  machine.”  If  the  charge  was  true,  we 
sympathize  with  the  man  most  sincerely,  All 
toilers  for  God  stand  in  this  same  danger.  Unless 
we  are  much  with  God,  our  spiritual  touch  and 
freshness  wear  off.  The  power  is  then  largely 
gone,  and  our  work  becomes  formal  and  perfunc- 
tory. The  scythe  needs  sharpening,  or  it  will 
cease  to  cut.  The  bow  must  be  resined,  or  the 
music  will  cease.  We  must  get  to  God  for  the 
renewal  of  our  inward  man  and  the  restoration 
of  the  spiritual  power  we  have  given  off  in  help- 
ing others.  Waiting  upon  Him,  all  our  powers 
through  which  the  Spirit  works  are  toned  anew, 
and  thus  the  Spirit’s  might  makes  our  works  fresh 
and  effective. 

In  theory,  the  evangelical  churches  all  believe 
this  firmly.  They  are  ever  ready  to  quote  and 
endorse  the  text,  “ Not  by  might,  nor  by  power 
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but  by  My  Spirit,  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts.” 
The  pity  is  that  there  is  often  such  a wide  gap  be- 
tween our  creed  and  our  conduct. 

How  n any  churches  realize  that  a minister  is  no 
accredited  messenger  of  God  unless  he  has  the 
anointing  of  the  Spirit  of  God?  How  many  be- 
lieve  that  only  God  can  make  a minister,  and  send 
him  to  the  right  sphere  of  toil?  People  sometimes 
tell  us  what  a nice  man  their  minister  is,  and  how 
much  they  like  both  him  and  his  sermons.  Then 
they  sadly  add,  “ but  he  is  not  the  man  for  this 
place.”  When  we  ask  them  how  and  where  they 
got  him,  the  answer  is  not — “ From  God.”  Again 
and  again  when  we  have  asked  church  officials 
enquiring  after  a minister,  if  they  had  asked  the 
Lord  to  send  them  a man,  they  have  stared  at  us 
as  if  we  were  mad.  Yet  no  man  can  do  the  high- 
est, truest  work  of  a minister  unless  he  be  “ a man 
sent  from  God.” 

The  same  is  too  sadly  true  on  the  other  side 
When  we  want  laymen  to  fill  our  important  church 
offices  we  do  not  always  keep  to  Apostolic  lines  in 
our  selections.  We  do  not  as  a rule  look  upon  spiri- 
tuabmindedness  as 

THE  FIRST  QUALIFICATION. 

We  do  not,  like  the  early  Christians,  look  first  for 
“ men  of  honest  report,  full  of  the  Holy  Ghost  and 
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wisdom,”  to  take  charge  of  the  work.  Too  often 
we  look  for  social  status,  municipal  prestige,  or 
the  power  to  stand  an  adverse  balance  at  the  bank 
without  any  inconvenience.  Consecrated  cash, 
money  held  in  stewardship  and  not  in  ownership, 
is  a mighty  power  in  Christian  work;  but  it  can  be 
bought  too  dearly.  It  is  not  the  first  qualification 
for  office  in  the  Christian  Church.  The  result  of 
our  blunder  is  that  many  a cause  is  paralyzed,  and 
the  minister’s  hands  are  tied  because  some  of  the 
most  important  offices  in  the  church  are  filled  by 
unspiritual  men.  Men  are  in  power  who  have 
no  close  communion  with  Christ,  and  no 
keen  sympathy  with  His  mission  to  perishing 
men. 

The  Church  of  Christ  is  supernatural  in  her 
origin  and  in  her  destiny,  and  can  only  be 
perpetuated  in  the  supernatural  power  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.  It  is  only  in  Him  that  we  have 
Christ  here  on  earth,  and  He  is  here  to  work  out, 
through  His  people,  the  programme  that  Christ 
made  possible.  He  is  the  great  administrator  of 
the  New*  Covenant,  and  there  is  really  nothing 
done  in  the  Kingdom  of  God  on  earth  except  what 
He  does . 

Can  we  wonder,  then,  that  with  Him  so  often 
forgotten  or  ignored  in  His  own  dispensation, 
there  is  so  little  reaping  done  in  the  great  harvest 
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field  of  His  kingdom?  He  uses  men,  methods,  and 
money,  and  we  need  them  all.  But  unless  He 
uses  them  they  are  no  use  in  the  work  of  saying 
men. 

When  the  manifestoes  of  the  churches  get  back 
in  tone  to  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles;  when  the  great 
theme  is  again  the  wondrous  power  and  working 
of  the  Holy  Spirit;  when  all  our  arrangements, 
plans,  and  financial  schemes  are  drawn  up  under 
His  sought  guidance;  when  Vve  realize  that  unless 
He  chooses  to  use  and  bless  them  they  are  all  utterly 
in  vain;  when  we  have  fewer  committees  and  more 
consecration,  less  policy  and  diplomacy  and  more 
divine  power;  when  we  spend  less  time  in  wire- 
pulling and  more  time  in  pleading,  less  time  in 
tinkering  and  polishing  the  machinery,  and  more 
time  in  praying  for  the  force  which  alone  can 
drive  it;  then  shall  we  be  much  nearer  the  fulfil- 
ment of  the  promise — “ A nation  shall  be  born  in 
a day.” 


Pentecostal  Results. 


AFTER  IV. 

PENTECOSTAL  RESULTS. 


IN  earlier  chapters  we  have  tried  to  show  that 
the  deepest  need  of  present-day  Christianity 
is  a general  baptism  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  In  doing 
so  we  have  looked  at  the  distressing  want  of  pro- 
portion between  the  prayers,  gifts,  and  toil  of 
the  church,  and  the  practical  results  in  the  con- 
version of  sinners.  In  seeking  for  the  cause  of 
this,  it  has  become  plain  that  the  place  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  in  His  Church  and  His  relation  to  her 
work  are  largely  forgotten.  And  this,  too,  in  His 
own  dispensation.  It  is  now  for  us  to  glance  at 
some  of  the  results  that  w^oukl  follow  a hearb 
breaking  recognition  of  this  need,  and  its  being 
met  in  a general  Pentecost. 

One  of  the  saddest  results  of  the  dearth  of  con- 
versions in  these  days  is  that  many  Christian 
people  have  ceased  to  expect  them,  or  to  trouble 
aoout  the  want  of  them.  The  wide-spread  con- 
tentment in  the  Church  with  her  present  slow  rate 
of  spiritual  progress  is  one  of  the  most  disheart- 
ening signs  of  our  times.  Worse  than  that,  many 
publicly  speak  against  such  results,  and  warn 
47 
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people  against  such  manifestations.  Good  people 
sometimes  tell  us  “ they  like 

THE  OLD-FASHIONED  WAY 

of  having  people  converted  in  ones  and  twos.” 
They  have  no  sympathy  with  modern  efforts  to 
win  people  to  God  in  scores  and  hundreds. 
Thank  God  when  ones  and  twos  are  lead  to  Christ, 
but  this  is  not  the  whole  of  “the  old-fashioned 
way”!  St.  Luke  tells  us  of  “many”  and  of 
“thousands”  turning  to  God  in  one  day.  Con- 
tentment with  only  ones  and  twos  is  left  to  pres^ 
ent-day  thoughtless  or  cruel  indifference  to  the 
peril  of  perishing  men.  It  means  that  a fearfully 
large  proportion  of  the  Christless  men  and  women 
around  us  must  of  necessity  die  in  their  sins. 

Amid  all  this  there  are  thousands  who  long  for, 
pray  for,  toil  for,  aye,  and  look  for  victories  on  a 
Pentecostal  scale.  They  will  come  as  a result  of  a 
Pentecostal  baptism  of  fire.  It  is  quite  true  that 
in  the  relations  of  political  parties,  of  capital  and 
labor,  of  rich  and  poor,  to  each  other,  there  are 
huge  difficulties  facing  the  hosts  of  God.  Yet,  in 
view  of  the  marvelous  gifts  and  resources  of  every 
kind  of  the  Christian  Church  in  these  days,  her 
difficulties  are  few  and  small  compared  with  the 
difference  between  the  natural  equipment  of  the 
Pentecostal  hundred  and  twenty,  and  the  hatred 
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and  prejudices  of  the  seething  masses  they  had  to 
front. 

The  church  has  her  obstacles,  but  if  once  again 
she  were  bathed  in  holy  flame,  they  would  wither 
before  her  like  autumn  grass  before 

A PRAIRIE  FIRE. 

The  anguish  of  Zion’s  travail  would  be  lost  in  the 
joy  of  a nation  born  for  God.  The  tears  of  a 
host  of  weary,  disappointed  toilers  would  be  dried 
in  the  joy  of  harvest.  The  broken  hearts  of 
thousands  of  saved  parents  would  be  bound  up  in 
gladness  and  filled  with  gratitude  and  praise.  In 
a thousand  homes  weary,  waiting  Christian  wives 
would  have  their  burden  lifted  in  their  husbands 
being  married  to  Christ.  An  army  of  children 
would  get  fathers  who  could  lead  them  in  their 
life  and  fight  for  Jesus.  In  every  hamlet,  village, 
town,  and  city,  dens  would  become  homes,  and  the 
voice  of  cursing  would  be  turned  into  family 
praise  and  prayer.  The  young  people  in  our  Sun- 
day-schools, instead  of  drifting  away  into  the 
world  and  wasting  the  bloom  and  strength  of  their 
lives  in  folly  and  sin,  would  turn  to  God  and  train 
for  fuller  and  higher  service  in  the  future.  The 
teachers,  so  long,  so  sorely,  so  often  disappointed, 
would  toil  and  pray  in  hope,  and  reap  in  gladness. 
The  bitter  wail  of  failure,  and  the  tone  s>f  regret 
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so  often  pervading  our  annual  church  gatherings 
would  be  turned  into  tidings  of  wide-spread  vic- 
tory and  joy. 

It  is  bitterly  humiliating  to  think  of  the  godless, 
worldly  expedients  resorted  to  in  many  places  in 
order  to  entice  people  to  come  and  hear  the  Gos- 
pel. Sham  theatricals,  giddy  concerts  and  enter- 
tainments, tableaux  vivants,  comic  songs,  etc., 
have  in  many  places  become  the  order  of  the  day. 
Many  churches  are  now  mere  concert  halls  or 
social  clubs,  and  their  highest  work  seems  to  be  to 
provide  amusement  and  recreation  for  the  people. 
Very  often  the  placards  announcing  these  things 
are  so  flaringly  worldly  that  the  infidel  in  passing 
says: 

“ Their  Jesus  is  played  out,  and  they  have  now 
to  imitate  the  circus  and  the  theater.” 

In  some  churches  they  now  advertise  “ pleasant 
Sunday  evenings  for  the  people,”  as  if  our  mission 
was  to  make  things  so 

PLEASANT  FOR  GOD’S  ENEBIIES 

that  they  are  not  likely  to  realize  their  need  of 
becoming  His  friends. 

How  painful  is  all  this  when  we  remember  that 
it  is  absolutely  unnecessary!  There  is  a better 
way  of  filling  churches  than  these,  and  that  is  the 
old  way — God’s  way.  Let  the  church  claim  her 
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Pentecostal  birthright,  and  God  will  multiply  her 
with  triumphs.  These  triumphs  will  lead  to 
others,  for  nothing  brings  people  to  God’s  House 
like  other  people  being  brought  to  God.  When 
Lazarus  was  raised  from  the  dead  the  people 
“ flocked  to  Bethany,”  and  they  do  the  same  in 
these  days.  There  is  a mighty  charm,  a great  at- 
tractiveness about  young  converts.  The  crowd 
likes  to  see  the  man  who  has  just  been  saved. 
Show  me  a place  where  week  after  week  men  and 
women  are  converted  to  God,  and  I will  show  you 
a place  to  wThich  people  will  delight  to  come. 

What  a splendid  answer  we  should  then  have  to 
the  painful  and  oft-recurring  question, 

“ What  can  we  do  to  keep  the  young  people  in 
our  leading  families  from  leaving  us,  as  so  many 
of  them  do?” 

Nothing  can  keep  them  with  us  as  a whole  un- 
less they  get  converted.  This  will  never  be  till 
the  church  is  filled  with  the  converting  power 
of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Any  farmer  will  tell  you  that 

THE  BEST  TETHER  FOR  STRAYING  CATTLE 

is  a good  pasture.  If  filled  with  conquering 
might,  everything  that  is  cold,  formal,  and  repel- 
lent in  services  would  be  done  away,  and  they 
would  be  homely  and  sunny  and  musical  with  the 
hope  and  joy  of  victory. 
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It  is  no  secret  that  in  hundreds  of  churches  it  is 
almost  a yearlong  agony  to  keep  up  the  finances. 
From  year-end  to  year-end  it  is  one  long  strain 
just  to  keep  their  heads  above  water  and  pay  their 
way.  In  many  places  the  devices  resorted  to  in 
order  to  raise  funds  for  church  purposes  are 

AN  UTTER  DISGRACE  TO  CHRISTIANITY. 

In  others,  ministers  and  officials  beg  subscriptions 
from  men  of  such  godless  character,  or  men  en- 
gaged in  business  of  such  a sort,  that  the  world 
jeers  and  mocks,  and  the  infidel  makes  merry  in 
meetings  where  the  name  of  Christ  is  blasphemed. 
Some  of  us  have  crimsoned  with  shame  when 
church  officers  have  boasted  of  the  money  they 
have  got  from  men  who  have  made  their  wealth 
out  of  the  anguish  and  shame  of  others. 

This,  also,  is  absolutely  unnecessary,  for  growth 
and  fulness,  generosity,  like  nearly  every  other 
Christian  grace,  is  largely  a question  of  temper- 
ature. When  the  spiritual  tone  of  the  church  is 
high,  it  nearly  always  follows  that  the  funds  are 
in  a flourishing  condition.  The  filling  of  a man’s 
heart  with  the  love  of  God  means  the  opening  of 
his  heart  to  the  needs  of  men.  When  a man  is 
full  of  God  he  is  full  of  love,  and  love  is  always  a 
cheerful  giver  and  gives  its  very  best.  When  a 


PENTECOSTAL  RESULTS 


53 


man’s  own  religious  life  is  deep  and  full  and  en- 
thusiastic, he  is  prepared  to  make  sacrifices  in 
order  to  bring  that  religion  within  reach  of  others. 
Thus,  when  the  church  gets  a Pentecost,  the  gen- 
erosity of  the  people  will  be  set  free,  for  as  in  the 
olden  time  God  would  “ put  it  into  their  hearts  ” 
to  give  freely. 

Ministers  often  tell  us  with  pain  and  tears  in 
their  tones  that  they  have  very  little  time  for  the 
best  work.  Their  hours,  their  hearts,  and  their 
hands  are  so  full  with  ‘ serving  tables  ” that  they 
can  do  very  little  of  a minister’s  best  and  highest 
work.  Bazaars  and  other  schemes  for  raising 
money  have  to  *be  organized  Difficulties  are  con- 
stantly arising  which  bring  them  no  end  of  burden 
and  care.  For  want  of  more  spiritual  life  in  the 
church,  self-will,  jealcusy,  and  other  unchristian 
tempers  crop  up  among  the  members  and  workers 
that  give  exceeding  trouble  and  pain.  Hours  are 
often  wasted  in  committee  and  other  meetings 
through  childish  wranglings  and  misunderstand- 
ings. Sleepless  horns,  wet  eyes,  heavy  hearts,  and 
weeks  of  patient,  careful  work  many  have  in  keep- 
ing church  members  from  quarreling,  or  in  recon- 
ciling those  who  are  estranged.  The  church  is 
swarming  with  members  who  ought  to  have  been 
toiling  for  God  years  ago,  but  who  have  remained  in 
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SPIRITUAL  BABYHOOD. 

They  fill  the  hands  of  those  who  have  to  train  them, 
and  are  a fearful  burden  to  the  whole  church. 

Nothing  but  the  baptism  of  fire  for  which  we 
plead  can  put  these  things  right.  Filled  with  the 
Spirit,  the  Church  would  be  full  of  love;  full  of 
love,  these  jealousies  would  pass  away;  the  Lord’s 
will  would  take  the  place  of  self-will,  and  the 
troubles  and  difficulties  that  arise  from  it  would 
cease.  The  breezes  of  the  Holy  Spirit  are  the 
native  air  of  the  Christian,  and  in  this  the  young 
converts  would  grow  well.  With  better  examples 
around  them,  and  living  in  a purer  spiritual  atmos- 
phere, they  would  the  sooner  go  on  to  Christian 
manhood  and  womanhood,  and  there  would  be 
fewer  aged  babies  to  burden  and  trouble  the  earnest 
few. 

There  is  no  hive  with  so  many  drones  in  it  as 
the  Lord’s  hive.  Christ’s  is  the  only  army  in  which 
one-fourth  of  the  soldiers  have  to  spend  half  their 
time  in  trying  to  urge  the  other  three- fourths  up  to 
the  front  to  do  a bit  of  fighting.  In  most  Christian 
churches  nearly  all  the  practical  work  of  saving 
men  is  left  to  a mere  handful,  and  the  rest  of  the 
members  are  content  to  act  as 

HANGERS-ON. 


The  excuses  made  by  many  in  the  majority 
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are  trivial  and  pitiable  to  the  last  degree;  eons  of 
God  without  any  practical  interest  in  their 
Father’s  business;  claiming  to  have  received  the 
greatest  boon  a man  can  know  on  earth,  yet 
doing  nothing  to  get  others  to  have  it;  telling  us 
they  are  going  to  heaven,  yet  not  moving  a hand 
to  try  and  take  some  one  else  with  them. 

Some  of  these  will  pay  others  to  do  the  work, 
but  will  not  touch  it  themselves.  They  hear  the 
divine  call,  “ Who  will  go  for  us?  ” and  their  only 
answer  is,  “ Here  am  I ; send  somebody  else.” 

Some  are  even  angry  and  look  as  if  we  had 
insulted  them  when  we  try  to  show  them  that 
every  saved  person  is  intended  to  be  a missionary 
to  others. 

For  this  strange  and  sad  state  of  affairs  there  is 

but 

ONE  CURE. 

The  reason  why  many  Christians  don’t  do  much  to 
save  others  is,  they  are  not  much  saved  themselves. 
They  have  so  little  religion,  and  it  does  so  little 
for  them,  that  they  naturally  do  little  to  get  other 
people  led  to  it.  They  have  so  much  trouble 
keeping  the  faint  spark  from  dyinsr  out  that  they 
have  neither  time  nor  incentive  to  trouble  about 
those  who  have  not  got  it.  But  let  the  host  of 
God  to-day  get  what  those  one  hundred  and  twenty 
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got  in  that  upper  room,  and  what  a change  would 
be  seen!  Their  own  spiritual  life  full,  and  deep, 
and  rich,  all  would  long  for  others  to  share  in 
such  a blessing.  Their  own  relation  to  Christ 
being  the  grandest  and  most  blessed  fact  in  their 
lives,  they  would  be  enthusiasts  in  trying  to 
win  others  to  Him  who  had  done  so  much  for 
themselves.  There  is  no  doubt  of  this.  Next  to 
a glad  obedience  to  Christ  in  all  things,  there  is  no 
better  test  of  a man’s  own  spiritual  state  than  his 
efforts  for  the  salvation  of  others. 

The  more  we  read  the  past,  the  more  we  read 
the  New  Testament,  the  more  we  read  the  signs 
of  our  times,  the  more  evident  it  becomes  to  us 
that  a general  baptism  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is 
the  greatest  need  of  present-day  Christianity. 

Spirit  of  power, 

Spirit  of  God, 

Spirit  of  burning, 

Work  through  Thy  Word; 

Search  us  and  sift  us, 

Spare  not  the  dross, 

Show  us  that  self  life 
Ends  at  the  cross. 


The  Spirit  of  Purity, 


CHAPTER  V, 

THE  SPIRIT  OF  PURITY. 

HAVING  dwelt  on  the  great  need  of  a general 
Pentecost,  we  will  now  turn  our  thoughts  to 
to  that  personal  Pentecost  which  is  the  birthright 
of  every  child  of  God,  and  touch  upon  some  of  its 
effects  upon  the  individual;  what  it  means,  in 
other  words,  to  “ be  filled  with  the  Spirit.” 

To  be  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit  means  to  be 
filled  with  purity. 

The  first  effect  of  this  baptism  of  fire  is  to 
destroy  sin  in  the  soul.  Christ  was  “ manifested  to 
destroy  the  works  of  the  devil.”  The  Holy  Spirit 
is  Christ’s  continued  life  upon  earth,  and  always 
works  to  fulfil  Christ’s  purpose.  He  is  here  to 
work  out  what  Christ  has  made  possible,  and  when 
we  allow  Him  to  have  all  His  own  way  with  us, 
and  fully  trust  Him,  His  first  business  is  to  destroy 
the  works  of  the  devil  in  our  hearts. 

Our  Lord’s  disciples  illustrate  this  clearly.  A 
glance  at  their  conduct  before  Pentecost  shows 
how  deeply  they  needed  the  purifying  which  only 
Pentecost  could  bring. 
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James  and  John,  for  instance,  were  splendid 
men,  but  they  were  very  narrow  and  intolerant 
Because  he  did  not  follow  them,  they  harshly  re- 
buked a man  who  was  doing  work  of  the  noblest 
character.  When  a few  timid  Samaritan  vil- 
lagers refused  to  receive  the  Master,  these  zealous 
brothers  wanted  to  wither  them  with  fire  from 
heaven.  They  were  filled,  too,  with  a small  and 
unworthy  ambition.  They  wanted  to  sit  next  to 
the  Master  when  He  took  His  throne.  Fancy  a 
lot  of  bearded  men,  during  a personal  and  national 
crisis,  wrangling  about  front  seats  in  their  Lord’s 
coming  kingdom! 

Look  at  these  same  men  after  Pentecost!  The 
narrowness  and  the  paltry  ambition  are  seen  no 
more.  James  became  the  man  mighty  in  prayer. 
John  was  made  spiritual  and  lowly  enough  to 
catch  the  softest,  sweetest  whispers  of  divine  love, 
and  to  set  them  to  music  which  has  comforted  the 
Church  of  God  for  ages. 

What  an  exhibition  of  moral  cowardice  Peter 
gave  when  fronted  with  the  charge  of  that  servant- 
girl!  What  a humiliating  defeat  for  the  strong, 
impulsive  man!  How  his  face  must  have  flushed 
and  his  tears  started  when  he  thought  of  it  in 
after  years!  Just  six  weeks  after  his  fall  Peter 
was  filled  with  the  Spirit,  and  at  once  his  coward- 
ice gave  place  to  a holy  boldness.  Standing  in 
front  of  the  temple,  and  in  the  presence  of  the 
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rulers  and  the  hierarchy,  he  kindly  but  bravely 
charged  them  with  killing  the  Prince  of  Life. 

Is  it  not  this,  my  readers,  for  which  you 
long  so  ardently  to-day?  You  realize  the  great 
importance  of  being  true  witnesses  for  God 
among  those  who  scan  your  life.  For  their  sakes, 
apart  from  all  else,  you  are  ambitious  to  be  as 
good  as  it  is  God’s  will  you  should  be.  You  know 
that  the  only  wealth  worth  the  name  is  the  Christ- 
like  in  your  own  character.  You  feel  that  there 
is  no  beauty  like  the  “ beauty  of  holiness,”  no 
dignity  like  real  godliness,  and  no  true  nobility 
except  nobility  of  soul.  You  realize  that,  what- 
ever your  past  sorrows,  none  have  been  so  keen  as 
those  that  came  to  you  through  having  grieved 
your  Lord.  You  never  want  to  wound  His  love 
again.  You  long  to  honor  Him  always  in  all 
things.  Hence  your  deep  heart-cry  is  to  be 
cleansed  from  all  sin,  to  have  constant  victory 
over  all  wrong. 

If  the  answer  comes  to  your  prayer,  the  Holy 
Ghost  must  bring  it,  for  there  is 

NO  OTHER  WAY  OF  CLEANSING. 

When  God  rings  out  the  command  to  “cleanse 
ourselves,”  we  can  only  do  it  by  allowing  Him  to 
do  it  for  us.  This  is  the  real  meaning  of  all  such 
exhortations. 

It  is  her**  where  seme  r*  us  blundered  for  years, 
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and  where  thousands  of  sincere  seekers  are  wrong 
to-day,  We  have  tried  to  cleanse  our  , own  hearts 
by  our  own  efforts,  by  prayers,  and  struggles,  and 
tears.  We  have  tried  to  make  the  house  within 
so  beautiful  that  we  might  one  day  ask  the  King 
of  glory  to  come  in  and  fill  us.  The  result  was 
failure  and  defeat  till  we  were  almost  in  despair 
about  it 

The  Lord  never  asks  us,  dear  reader,  to  do  any 
such  thing.  All  He  asks  is  room . He  wants  the 
keys  of  every  room  in  our  souls.  Let  Him  have 
them;  trust  Him  with  them  all,  fully  and  gladly. 
He  will  then  do  what  we  must  ever  fail  to  do.  He 
will  come  in  “ to  fill  and  rule  our  hearts.”  He 
will  do  all  the  cleansing  and  all  the  furnishing 
and  beautifying.  He  will  bring  the  answer  to 
your  oft- repeated  prayer: — 

Thou  know’st  the  way  to  bring  me  back, 

My  fallen  spirit  to  restore. 

0!  for  Thy  truth  and  mercy’s  sake, 

Forgive,  and  bid  me  sin  no  more. 

The  ruins  of  my  soul  repair, 

And  make  my  heart  a house  of  prayer. 

The  shed  blood  of  Christ  has  purchased  for  us 
the  offices  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  He  is  the  active 
agent  in  the  cleansing  of  the  soul.  His  supreme 
purpose  is  to  work  in  us  the  Christ  character. 

He  is  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  is  very  sensitive 
about  the  approach  of  sin  in  the  soul  of  the 
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believer.  It  is  He  who  shows  us  its  hatefulness 
in  the  sight  of  God;  how  loathsome  it  is  in  view 
of  the  spotless  purity  of  God. 

He  leads  us  to  dread  and  to  hate  all  that  is 
impure. 

He  shows  us  how  sensual,  sordid,  and  envious 
feelings  defile  the  heart,  sully  the  spirit,  mar  our 
witness^bearing,  and  cripple  us  in  holy  toil. 

It  is  His  power  alone  that  keeps  us  sensitive  to 
their  presence,  and  He  prompts  the  prayer  for 
keeping  grace. 

It  is  He,  too,  who  answers  the  prayer  by  holding 
the  heart  against  the  foes  outside. 

He  is  the  great  illuminator*  who  sheds  a reveal- 
ing light  upon  His  own  Word.  He  is  our  teacher, 
and  interprets  to  us  the  message  that  makes  us 
strong  for  the  conflict  and  sustains  our  inner  life. 

He  constantly  keeps  before  us  the  great  fact 
that  our  great  end  is  in  full  conformity  to  the 
image  of  God’s  dear  Son.  He  whispers  to  us  how 
pleasing  is  the  holy  life  in  the  sight  of  God,  and 
how  such  a life  honors  God  by  attracting  others 
from  the  darkness  and  discord  of  sin  into  the  light 
and  harmony  of  God’s  kingdom. 

He  it  is  who  alone  can  reveal  the  sin  that  lurks 
in  our  nature.  He  cannot  bear  it,  and  He  flashes 
His  light  into  all  the  crevices  and  crannies  of  our 
being.  He  often  astounds  us  by  revealing  unholy 
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motives,  purposes,  or  feelings  of  which  we  were 
unconscious.  As  we  rise  higher  in  the  divine 
life,  and  our  circle  of  light  becomes  wider,  things 
may  be  seen  to  be  wrong  that  were  not  wrong  at  a 
lower  stage.  These  He  gently  points  out,  and  in 
His  delivering  power  we  rise  from  victory  to 
victory. 

To  some  of  you  this  fulness  of  the  Spirit  may 
come  at  first  in  the  shape  of  a broken  heart  and  a 
wet  face.  The  Holy  Ghost  is  fire ; fire  burns , and 
burning  is 

NOT  A PLEASANT  PROCESS. 

This  means  that  some  of  you  in  order  to  obtain 
this  blessing  may  have  to  part  with  some  pleasures 
and  indulgences  that  are  very  dear  to  you.  Never 
mind,  this  fire  only  burns  up  that  which  we  are 
better  without.  You  may  enter  this  furnace  with- 
out fear,  for  the  flame  will  only  burn  off  your 
bonds , and  those  who  watch  you  will  see  that 
there  is  some  one  with  you  “ like  the  Son  of  God.’. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

THE  SPIRIT  OF  GLADNESS. 

THAT  the  Holy  Spirit  is  the  Spirit  of  Gladness 
is  clearly  brought  out  in  the  startling  con- 
junction  we  have  in  the  text — “ Be  not  drunk  with 
wine  . . . but  be  filled  with  the  Spirit.” 

Here  we  have  spiritual  exhilaration  enjoined 
upon  us  in  place  of  a sensuous  exhilaration  which 
is  condemned. 

There  is  something  in  us  all  which  resents 
monotony,  and  repeatedly  asks  for  a change. 
When  kept  for  a long  time  under  the  one  burden, 
at  the  same  task,  or  touched  by  the  same  sorrow, 
there  is  something  in  our  very  constitution  which 
calls  for  relief;  a voice  which  calls  for  stimulus, 
for  excitement,  for  some  kind  of  break  in  the 
monotony. 

We  all  know  only  too  well  how  many  people 
seek  to  gratify  this  craving  in  strong  drink. 
Only  too  often  we  hear  it  said  of  such, 

“It  drove  him  to  the  drink.” 

Now  He  who  has  woven  this  desire  into  our 
human  nature  has  provided  for  its  being  met  on 
highest  and  most  helpful  lines.  He  here  says 
to  us: 


68 


THE  POWER  OF  PENTECOST 


“Do  not  seek  this  stimulus  in  strong  drink. 
That  too  often  deludes,  demoralizes,  and  damns. 
You  may  have  what  you  need  in  another  way,  a 
way  that  will  beautify  and  ennoble  your  own  char- 
acter, and  fit  you  for  living  to  nobler  purposes  for 
others.  ‘Be  not  filled  with  wine,  . . . but  be 

filled  with  the  Spirit.’  ” 

A glance  at  the  context  makes  this  plain  in  its 
reference  to  songs  of  gladness  and  truest  melody 
of  heart: 

“Be  filled  with  the  Spirit;  speaking  to  your- 
selves in  psalms  and  hymns  and  spiritual  songs, 
singing  and  making  melody  in  your  heart  to  the 
Lord;  giving  thanks  always  for  all  things  unto 
God  and  the  Father  in  the  name  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.” 

It  is  clearly  manifest,  too,  in  its  effects  upon  the 
disciples  at  Pentecost.  When  the  inmates  of  that 
upper  room  received  the  fulness  of  the  Spirit,  and 
the  glorious  baptism  began  to  manifest  itself  on 
legitimate  lines,  the  people  in  the  crowd  who  were 
not  in  the  secret  thought  they  were  drunk.  The 
Spirifcfilled  life  is  indeed  a life  of 

REAL  LUXURY. 

There  is  no  sanction  whatever  in  the  New  Tes- 
tament for  that  dignified  dulness  which  many  peo- 
ple evidently  mistake  for  reverence. 
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It  is  perfectly  true  that  the  Holy  Spirit  leads  us 
into  soubburden,  sacrifice,  hard  toil,  and  often 
into  tears.  He  brings  us  into  a close  sympathy  with 
Christ  in  His  great  mission  to  sorrowing,  perishing 
men.  He  works  in  us  a tender  compassion  for  the 
Christless,  which  often  makes  the  heart  ache  with 
keenest  pain;  yet  He  is  “the  Holy  Ghost,  the 
Comforter”  It  is  He  who  tells  us  of  pardon  and 
reconciliation  to  God.  It  is  He  who  in  the  day  of 
difficulty  reminds  us  of  past  deliverance.  It  is  He 
who,  in  the  hour  of  sorrow,  rings  in  the  souls  the 
promises  of  God,  and  whispers  to  us  wonderful 
words  about 

THE  TEARLESS  FUTURE. 

He  is  a “ Spirit  of  love,”  and  “ perfect  love 
casteth  out  fear.”  All  fear  that  hath  torment  is 
driven  from  our  hearts  when  He  gets  full  posses- 
sion. The  soul’s  conflict  with  God  is  ended.  The 
doubtful  or  forbidden  thing  which  caused  the  con- 
troversy is  given  up,  and  the  whole  being  is  per- 
vaded with  God’s  great  calm.  We  then  know  the 
joy  of  being  utterly  His,  and  this  joy  is  “ un- 
speakable and  full  of  glory.” 

Just  here  the  Christian  Church  makes  a great 
blunder;  a blunder  which  makes  her  responsible 
for  much  of  the  backsliding  among  young  converts. 
In  reading  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  it  is  clear- 


/O  THE  POWER  OF  PENTECOST 

ly  seen  that  when  the  Apostles  got  people  led  to 
Christ  and  converted,  they  were  not  content. 
They  never  rested  until  they  led  them  into  the 
fulness  of  the  Spirit . When  they  were  “ filled 
with  the  Holy  Ghost”  they  were  filled  with  a 
gladness  that  was  all  satisfying. 

In  too  many  places  this  is  to-day  an  almost  for- 
gotten  doctrine.  It  is  much  to  be  feared  that 
thousands  of  sincere  Christian  workers  know 
nothing  of  this  fulness  themselves,  and  conse- 
quently never  dream  of  seeking  to  lead  young 
converts  into  it.  They  lead  them  into  the  Lord’s 
house,  but  leave  them  just  within  the  door  instead 
of  leading  them  to  the  inner  room  where  the  sweet 
things  of  the  family  are  talked  over,  and  the  great 
Father  gives  the  best  He  has  to  His  own.  They 
never  show  them  their  full  right  and  liberty  to  the 
warm  and  blessed  inner  circle  of  the  family  of 
God. 

The  result  is  that  when  the  first  morning  flush  of 
the  joy  of  salvation — the  first  joy  of  the  new 
relation  to  God — is  over,  these  beginners  realize  a 
great  want.  They  feel,  “ Is  this  all  there  is  in 
religion?  Can  it  give  me  no  fuller  substitute  than 
this  for  the  pleasures  and  amusements  I parted  with 
for  its  sake?”  And  as  they  are  left  in  the  wilder- 
ness instead  of  being  led  into  Canaan,  they  are 
conquered  by  their  memories  of  the  past.  Their 
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longing  for  the  fleshpots  of  Egypt  becomes 
stronger  than  the  bonds  of  the  camp,  and  they 
return  to 


THE  BONDAGE  OF  THE  PAST. 


Pilled  with  the  exhilarations  of  the  Spirit,  the 
seducing  calls  of  worldly  pleasure  have  no  power 
over  us.  Christians  who  have  always  the  music  of 
the  Spirit’s  fullness  have  deaf  ears  for  the  siren 
songs  of  worldly  and  sinful  amusements.  You 
never  hear  them  asking  the  poor,  low,  miserable 
question,  “ Is  there  any  harm  in  theaters,  dancing, 
or  card  parties?”  They  do  not  need  the  brief 
drink  at  the  world’s  fountain,  which  is  so  soon 
followed  by  a keener  thirst.  Full  of  God,  they 
have  the  “ well  ” of  true  gladness  in  their  hearts. 
They  carry  about  with  them  the  springs  of  joy, 
and  can  drink  whenever  they  like. 

It  is  pitiful  to  think  how  much  Christianity 
loses  through  her  people  never  claiming  their 
Pentecost.  If  only  the  hosts  of  God  were  led  to 
this,  the  bitter  wail  of  faithful  hearts  about  the 
craze  for  amusements  and  entertainments  would  be 
heard  no  more.  Ministers  would  not  have  to 
struggle,  as  too  many  have  to  do  now,  to  keep  the 
church  from  becoming  a mere  agent  for  providing 
the  people  with  recreation  and  amusement.  In 
the  comforts  of  the  Holy  Spirit  the  deep  heart* 
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needs  of  our  people  would  be  grandly  met.  In  the 
joy  of  worship  and  communion,  and  in  the  glad- 
ness  of  toil,  they  would  find  truest  happiness. 
With  great  joy  they  would  draw  water  from  God’s 
wells  of  salvation.  Christian  babyhood  would  be 
left  behind,  and  the  toys  and  trifles  that  please 
babies  would  not  be  needed.  They  would  revel  in 
the  gladness  of  a robust,  abounding  Christian  life. 


J lie  Spirit  of  Power. 


CHAPTER  VII. 


HE  SPIRIT  OF  POWER. 


E have  already  seen  that  our  Lord’s  disci- 


ples needed  the  baptism  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  to  cleanse  them  from  sin.  A glance  at  their 
work  before  and  after  Pentecost  makes  it  just  as 
evident  that  they  needed  the  Spirit’s  fulness  as  an 
enduement.  of  power  for  service . 

They  had  been  for  three  years  in  close  compan- 
ionship with  Jesus.  From  His  lips  they  had 
heard  the  great  truths  of  His  Gospel,  and  He  had 
unfolded  to  them  the  teaching  of  the  Scriptures 
concerning  Himself.  He  had  commissioned  them 
to  preach  the  Kingdom  of  God,  to  cast  out  devils, 
and  had  endowed  them  with  gifts  of  healing. 
They  had  been  eye-witnesses  of  His  miracles,  and 
the  inner  message  of  His  parables  had  been  ex- 
plained to  them.  They  had  seen  Him  upon  the 
cross,  and  they  had  seen  Him  in  His  resurrection 
power,  with  Death  finally  conquered. 

And  yet  with  all  these  wonderful  privileges, 
these  men  were  still  unqualified  to  obey  their 
Lord’s  command  to  go  and  evangelize  the  nations. 
Something  more  they  needed,  and  what  that  some- 
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thing  was  the  Master  told  them  in  these  words: 

“Ye  shall  receive  power  after  that  the  Holy 
Ghost  is  come  upon  you.’9 

While  in  most  cases  true  love  for  Christ  begins 
at  the  CrosSy  true  service  for  Christ  begins  at 
Pentecost . 

This  is  true  for  the  Christian  to-day  as  it  was 
for  these  men.  The  Lord’s  command  was  ringing 
in  their  ears,  but  they  could  not,  dare  not  attempt 
to  carry  it  out  until  they  had  received  their  great 
equipment. 

Failure  after  failure  marked  the  work  of  these 
men  prior  to  their  baptism  of  fire.  We  cannot  say 
how  many  converts  they  won  for  their  Master, 
No  doubt  they  did  splendid  work  and  much  of  it, 
but  it  was  only  after  the  anointing  of  flame  came 
upon  them  that  their  work  really  began  to  tell . It 
is  hardly  too  much  to  say  that  “ more  souls  were 
converted  under  Peter’s  first  sermon  on  the  day  of 
Pentecost  than  by  all  the  disciples  together,  in  all 
their  ministry  before  that  time.”  The  great 
reason  why  so  much  earnest  Christian  work,  prayer, 
and  sacrifice  to-day  yields  such  meager  results  is 
this: 

A large  proportion  of  our  Lord’s  disciples  are 
living  on  the  wrong  side  of  Pentecost. 

Chronologically  of  course  they  are  on  the  right 
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side,  but  experimentally  they  have  not  reached  it 
yet  Like  the  first  disciples  previous  to  that  won- 
derful day,  they  know  Jesus,  they  love  Him,  and 
they  follow  Him,  some  near  and  some  afar  off,  but 
they  have  never  claimed  their  own  personal  Pen- 
tecost. They  have  not  received  this  the  first  great 
qualification,  without  which  all  other  gifts  and 
qualifications  are  practically  powerless  in  the  work 
of  saving  men. 

Many  of  our  people  seem  to  have  got  very  little 
further  than  those  Ephesian  converts  who  said: 

“We  have  not  so  much  as  heard  whether  there 
be  any  Holy  Ghost.” 

We  seldom  hear  a prayer  for  the  Holy  Ghost 
which  is  based  upon  the  assurance  that  His  fulness 
is  a personal  present  blessing  that  God  urges  upon 
us  now.  We  are  often  grieved  and  amazed  at  the 
way  in  which  some  Christians  refer  to  Him,  and  at 
their  ignorance  of  His  relations  to  Christian  life 
and  work.  Yet  we  only  have  Christ  with  us  as  we 
have  His  Spirit  in  us,  for  in  His  glorified  body 
Christ  is  with  the  Father.  When  He  went  there, 
He  sent  the  Holy  Spirit  to  be  His  own  continued 
life  on  earth. 

The  Holy  Ghost  is  just  as  present  with  believers 
now  as  Jesus  was  with  His  disciples  during  His 
earthly  ministry.  It  was  their  privilege  to  look 
upon,  to  hear,  and  to  speak  to  the  living  Christ. 
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They  saw  Him  cleanse  the  leper,  heal  the  palsied, 
give  sight  to  the  blind,  and  enable  the  dumb  to 
sing  His  praise.  They  saw  the  deaf  restored  to 
hearing  and  the  dead  raised  to  life.  We  have  not, 
as  they  had,  the  bodily  presence  of  the  Lord,  but 
we  have  His  living  Spirit.  He  is  with  all  His 
servants  to-day,  just  as  real  a presence  though  un- 
seen. We  see  no  form,  for  He  is  a Spirit , but  we 
hear  His  voice  in  our  souls  and  we  see  the  power 
of  His  voice  in  the  lives  of  others.  He  is  working 

MIRACLES  ALL  AROUND  US  TO-DAY 

as  Jesus  did  when  down  here  in  the  flesh.  The 
age  of  one  class  of  miracles  may  be  past,  but  mira- 
cles just  as  glorious  are  witnessed  now.  Just  as 
our  Lord  wrought  miracles  in  the  eyes  of  all,  so 
the  Holy  Spirit  works  spiritual  miracles  in  our 
midst  to-day.  They  saw  the  lame  walk,  and  heard 
the  dumb  sing;  we  see  the  drunkard  made  sober, 
the  libertine  made  pure,  and  dead  souls  raised 
into  glorious  life.  We  see  changes  wrought  in 
human  hearts  and  lives  that  are  utterly  beyond  all 
human  power. 

Oh  that  the  Church  of  God  would  realize  this! 
Just  because  He  is  unseen  many  Christians 
seem  to  forget  the  blessed  fact  of  His  presence. 

They  forget  that  He  is  as  certainly  with  them 
now  as  Jesus  was  with  the  twelve,  and  is  just  as 
able  and  willing  to  heal  the  sin-sick  and  to  raise 
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dead  souls  to  life,  as  Jesus  was  to  cleanse  the  leper 
and  to  call  Lazarus  from  his  tomb  to  the  hearts 
and  home  of  his  weeping  sisters.  For  eighteen 
centuries  He  has  been  among  men,  saving  sinners 
and  sanctifying  believers,  just  as  Jesus  was 
present  to  heal  and  forgive  when  here  in  the 
flesh. 

We  are  often  asked,  “ Have  not  all  Christians 
the  Spirit?” 

Certainly.  “ If  any  man  have  not  the  Spirit  of 
Christ  He  is  none  of  His.”  But  all  are  not  “ filled 
with  the  Spirit”;  and  having  the  Spirit,  and  being 
filled  with  the  Spirit,  are  different  things  in  degree. 
The  disciples  had  the  Spirit  before  Pentecost,  bat 
on  that  day  they  were  filled , and  we  have  seen  with 
what  wonderful  results. 

Let  us  borrow  a well-known  illustration  of  this 
difference  between  having  in  part  and  having  the 
fulness:  Egypt  has  the  river  Nile  all  the  year 
round,  but  as  a fertilizing  power  the  Nile  is 
practically  useless  till  it  is  in  flood  and  overflows 
its  banks.  Then  it  bestows  the  needed  blessing 
upon  every  foot  of  land  it  touches. 

It  is  when  we  are  filled  with  the  Spirit  to  the 
point  of  overflowing  that  we  become  a power  for 
good  to  others.  It  is  then  that  “ rivers  of  living 
water  ” flow  from  our  innermost  being,  and  others 
are  blest.  Drops  are  all  very  well,  and  we  are 
grateful  for  them,  but  the  land  is  so  thirsty  in 
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these  days  that  we  deeply  need  the  “ rivers.” 
Thank  God  we  may  have  them! 

Christ  longs  to  give  ns  not  only  “ life,”  but 
“ life  more  abundantly.”  In  St.  John’s  Gospel, 
chap,  iv.,  He  speaks  of  His  Spirit  as  a well  of 
water  in  us,  and  in  chap.  vii.  He  speaks  of  the  out- 
flowing rivers.  It  is  when  we  reach  this  point 
that  others  are  richly  blessed  through  our  lives, 
prayers,  and  toil. 

Many  of  us  are  like 

OLD  PUMPS 

with  cracked  buckets  and  worm-eaten  valves.  To 
get  a little  of  the  water  of  life  from  us  some  one 
has  to  shake  us  again  and  again.  Even  then  the 
little  we  do  comes  from  us  with  sundry  gurgling, 
grumbling  protests,  and  the  moment  the  pressure 
is  off  us  the  effort  dies  away  with  weary  sighs. 
But  receiving  from  God  the  infilling , we  gladly 
joyously  go  to  men  with  the  out-flowing , and 
“everything  lives  whither  the  river  cometh.” 

“ Then  will  the  personal  Pentecost  make  us  all 
evangelists?”  we  are  often  asked. 

Certainly  not!  for  it  is  not  given  to  fit  us  all  for 
the  one  kind  of  work.  We  are  often  deeply  pained 
by  our  people  comparing  pastoral  work  with  the 
work  of  our  evangelists.  God  does  not  intend  all 
ministers  to  be  evangelists,  as  some  of  us  are,  and 
few  have  our  privileges  of  freedom  from  ordinary 
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church  worry  and  care.  In  the  gift  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  to  the  Church  there  is  a great  diversity  of 
operation:  “He  gave  some  apostles,  and  some 
prophets,  and  some  evangelists,  and  some  pastors 
and  teachers.”  All  different  orders  and  methods 
of  work,  but  all  fitting  one  into  another,  and  all 
working  for  the  one  great  end — “ For  the  perfect- 
ing of  the  saints,  for  the  work  of  the  ministry,  for 
the  edifying  of  the  body  of  Christ.” 

This  baptism  is  not  to  make  us  all  alike.  It  is 
for  women  as  well  as  for  men,  and  for  learned  and 
illiterate  alike.  The  promise  is  to  all  the  children 
of  God,  and  it  is  given  to  enable  us  to  do  to  the 
best  advantage  that  work  in  our  Master’s  vineyard 
to  which,  in  His  love  and  wisdom,  He  has  called 
us.  Though  some  of  us  did  become  evangelists 
when  we  received  this  anointing,  the  Lord’s  call 
and  gift  were  there  before,  but  dormant.  For 
some  of  us  our  day  of  Pentecost  marks  an  era  in 
our  past,  almost  as  clear  and  startling  as  our  con- 
version to  God.  We  bless  God,  and  we  and  many 
others  shall  have  to  bless  Him  forever  for  the 
time  when  we  claimed  as  our  own  the  baptism 
of  fire. 

This  equipment  is  not  eloquence,  nor  is  it 
intellectual  force  or  keenness. 

It  is  not  any  human  gift,  power,  or  qualification 
whatever. 

" It  may  be  added  to  gifts  of  learning,  as  with 
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Paul;  or  to  gifts  of  eloquence,  as  with  Apollos;  but 
it  may  be  given  to  ignorant  and  unlearned  men 
like  Peter  and  John.” 

It  is  a power  altogether  distinct  from  all  gifts  of 
mind  and  speech,  and  the  power  which  alone  can 
vitalize  them  and  make  them  effective  in  the  work 
of  God. 

It  is  this  marvelous  something,  this  holy  unction 
pervading  what  we  do  and  say,  which  tells 
those  to  whom  we  appeal  that  we  are  sent  of 
God. 

It  is  this  which  converts  a look  into  a saving 
message,  and  which  touches  into  mightiest  effect- 
iveness  the  simplest  word  we  speak  or  the  feeblest 
effort  we  put  forth. 

To  this  full  equipment  for  Christian  life  and 
service  every  believer  in  J esus  is  called  of  God, 
and  called  now . * 

Spirit  of  wisdom, 

Spirit  of  light. 

Spirit  of  knowledge, 

Showing  the  right; 

Guide  us  and  teach  us 
Fully  to  know 
All  that  in  Jesus 
God  would  bestow, 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

fHE  SPIRIT  OF  SYMPATHY. 


E are  told  in  the  Gospels  that  when  Jesus 


looked  upon  the  multitudes  of  people 
around  Him,  and  saw  their  godless,  hopeless  con- 
dition, He  was  “ filled  with  compassion.”  His 
great  loving  heart  went  out  to  them  in  longing 
that  they  might  have  a shepherd  who  would  lead 
them  into  God’s  own  pastures. 

The  Holy  Spirit  feels  toward  the  perishing  mul- 
titudes who  surround  us  to-day  just  the  same  yearn- 
ing, loving  sympathy.  He  is  keenly  touched  by 
the  blindness  and  misery  of  the  Christless.  The 
pathos  of  their  loss  and  of  their  suffering  is  near 
to  His  heart,  and  like  our  Lord  when  here  in  the 
flesh,  He  is  always  longing  to  help  them.  All  true 
sympathy  with  human  wretchedness  and  need  is 
born  of  Him,  and  when  “ filled  with  the  Spirit” 
we  are  filled  with  a sympathy  for  the  unsaved  that 
begets  a passionate  desire  to  lead  them  to  God. 

How  clearly  this  is  seen  in  the  case  of  the  first  dis- 
ciples ! Under  the  Pentecostal  anointing  they  were 
filled  with  their  Lord’s  own  compassion  for  the 
Christless  crowd.  All  their  small  personal  ambi- 
tions were  sunk,  all  their  clamor  for  personal  proce- 
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lence  was  lost  in  a deep  longing  to  rescue  the  perish- 
ing. The  danger  and  misery  of  unbelievers  touched 
them  to  the  quick.  Their  Lord’s  love  shed  abroad 
in  their  hearts  by  His  Spirit  led  them  to  risk  all 
things  that  the  people  might  be  saved. 

Paul’s  desire  for  the  salvation  of  Israel  was  so 
heartfelt  and  his  prayer  for  them  was  so  intense 
that  we  are  startled  and  half-shocked  at  the  sacri- 
fice he  declares  he  could  make  to  reach  this  result. 
His  sufferings,  toils,  and  travels  attest  the  sincerity 
of  his  strongest  declarations  of  sympathy  for  un- 
converted men. 

As  the  spirit  of  Pentecost  has  never  left  His 
Church,  this  sympathy  is  still  manifest  in  all 
Spirit-filled  lives. 

It  was  this  that  led  John  Smith  of  Cudworth,  to 
pray,  sometimes  for  hours  together,  for  his  unsaved 
hearers.  It  was  this  that  gave  his  prayers  such 
intensity  and  feeling,  that  in  front  of  where  he 
knelt,  the  floor  was  often  wet  with  a semi-circle  of 
tears. 

It  was  this  that  made  John  Walsh  sometimes 
spend  half  the  night  in  pleading  with  God. 
When  remonstrated  with  by  his  wife,  he  could 
only  say:  f 

“Woman!  I have  the  souls  of  three  thousand 
people  on  my  heart,  and  I know  not  how  it  is  with 
many  of  them.” 
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It  was  this  that  led  the  saintly  Suinmerfield  to 
preach  his  life  out  before  he  was  thirty-three. 

It  was  this  that  led  Murray  McCheyne  to  break 
down  his  constitution,  and  go  to  heaven  before 
reaching  life’s  noon. 

Read  the  lives  of  some  of  the  heroes  and 
heroines  who  have  gone  to  the  Lord’s  coronation. 
The  burden  of  souls  was 

THE  BURDEN  OF  THEIR  LIVES, 

They  carried  the  burden  of  the  souls  of  others 
to  God  till  others  carried  the  burden  of  their  sins 
to  the  cross.  They  wept  for  others  as  suppliants 
till  others  wept  for  themselves  as  penitents.  They 
cried  in  heartfelt  sympathy,  “Lord,  save  sinners!” 
till  sinners  in  heartfelt  penitence  cried,  “ Lord 
save  me!  ” The  word  of  God  burned  like  a fire  in 
their  bones  while  those  around  them  remained 
unreconci1ed  to  God. 

We  sometimes  fear  that  this  sympathy  is  dying 
out  in  many  churches;  that  a tearful,  tender  sor- 
row for  the  sinner  is  becoming  a thing  of  the  past. 
In  this  age  of  intense  pleasure^seeking,  it  looks  as 
if  we  are  willing  to  share  the  joys  of  Christ,  but 
shun  “ the  fellowship  of  His  sufferings  ” in  this 
matter.  How  terribly  content  many  of  us  are 
with  the  present  dearth  of  conversions!  How 
calm  and  satisfied  we  often  are  amid  the  awful 
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havoc  wrought  in  our  midst  by  sin!  How  com- 
fortably  we  can  sit  in  chapels  where  a penitent  is 
never  seen  from  year  to  year!  How  few  tears 
drop  and  how  few  hearts  ache  at  seeing  so  few 
responses  to  the  loving  call  of  God!  How  indiffer- 
ent many  Christians  are  to  the  fate  of  perishing 
men  and  women!  How  few  are  shocked  by  the 
tragedies  enacted  daily,  as  men  and  women,  by 
our  very  doors,  die  in  their  sins!  How  few  of  us 
realize  that  for  these  very  people,  He  whom  we 
love  and  follow  was  “ a man  of  sorrows  and 
acquainted  with  grief!”  How  little  we  feel 
of  real  anguish  while  men  and  women  whom  we 
know 

SHIVER  THROUGH  THE  VEIL 

into  a Christless  eternity! 

This  lack  of  sympathy  is  so  marked  and  wide* 
spread  that  we  sometimes  wonder  if  such  Chris- 
tians believe  their  Bible  at  alL  Do  they  believe 
that  in  so-called  Christian  countries  these  are 
thousands  who  hardly  know  anything  at  all  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ?  Do  they  realize  that  these 
people  are  intensely  loved  by  Him,  and  have  been 
redeemed  by  His  precious  blood?  Do  they  believe 
that  the  sins  of  these  men  and  women  are  filling 
their  lives  with  wretchedness  and  misery,  and 
withering  all  that  is  manly  and  womanly  in  their 
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character?  Do  they  realize  that  the  great  heart  of 
the  heavenly  Father  is  yearning  over  these  lost 
ones  with  an  infinite  pity?  Do  they  believe  that 
the  salvation  which  they  themselves  claim  to  have 
received  may  be  the  happy  possession  of  these 
wanderers  from  God? 

Can  their  guilt  be  all  pardoned,  and  their  moral 
fetters  broken  off?  Can  the  dark  stain  be  cleansed 
from  their  hearts  and  characters  till  they  walk  anc 
worship  daily  “in  the  beauty  of  holiness” ? 

Can  these  tossed  and  restless  ones  have  rest  of 
mind,  rest  of  heart,  and  peace  of  conscience 
through  faith  in  Christ?  Can  the  Lord  Jesus 
make  a pure,  bright  home  for  Himself  in  their  now 
dark  and  sinful  hearts?  Are  they  speeding  to  a 
quenchless  agony  of  a godless  eternity?  Can  they 
shun  it  and  have  the  heaven  of  God’s  eternal 
presence? 

Do  we  really  believe  what  we  think  we  believe? 
Do  we  believe  what  the  Bible  says  about  the  awful 
danger  of  impenitent  men? 

Too  many  of  us  act  as  if  we  did  not  believe  these 
things,  but  our  conduct  will  come  into  line  with 
our  creed  only  when  we  are  filled  with  the  Spirit 
of  sympathy. 

It  is  He  who  enriches  and  enlarges  our  own 
religious  experience,  and  shows  us  more  clearly 
the  deep  blessedness  of  being  the  Lord’s. 
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It  is  He  who  interprets  to  us  more  and  more 
fully  the  “ manifold  more”  we  have  in  this  “pres- 
ent time,”  and  whispers  to  us  more  and  more 
sweetly  of  the  “life  everlasting  in  the  world  to 
come.” 

As  we  taste  and  see  more  fully  “the  unsearch- 
able riches  of  Christ,”  our  own  happy  lot  makes 
us  long  more  ardently  for  others  to  share  in  our 
hopes  and  joys. 

The  Holy  Spirit  lights  up  for  us  the  Word  of 
God. 

He  makes  more  vivid  to  us  the  danger  of  the 
godless,  and  impresses  on  our  hearts  their  terrible 
need.  He  contrasts  in  our  minds  our  happy  lot 
with  their  awful  outlook,  till  His  own  pity  for 
them  swells  in  our  souls.  Filled  with  Him,  His 
tender  sympathy  runs  through  all  our  work  for 
God  and  men.  He  gives  the  noblest  meaning  to 
Ruskin’s  declaration  that  “there  is  no  potency 
except  that  of  help,  and  no  ambition  except  ambi- 
tion to  save.” 

This  sympathy  is  soon  felt  by  those  whom  we 
try  to  win.  We  have  known  cases  where  people 
have  been  led  first  to  anxiety  about  their  souls 
through  their  seeing  the  anxiety  of  others  about 
them.  It  gives  a tremor  to  the  hand  we  lay  upon 
them  when  we  plead  with  them  for  God.  It  some- 
times starts  the  tear  in  our  eye  when  we  look  them 
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in  the  face  and  urge  them  “ to  flee  from  the  wrath 
to  come.”  It  gives  a ring  of  reality  to  our  words 
as  we  tell  sinners  of  our  Lord’s  love  and  His  great 
longing  to  save  them.  It  sends  a pathos  through 
the  sermon  that  often  reaches  the  hardest  heart. 
Given  and  used  by  the  Spirit,  this  sympathy  some, 
times  leads  men  to  say: 

“Well,  if  that  man  feels  so  much  for  me,  it  is 
time  I felt  for  myself.  If  that  man  loves  my  soul 
so  much,  and  longs  so  much  for  my  salvation,  what 
must  his  Master  feel  about  me?” 

Full  of  the  Spirit’s  sympathy,  His  tenderness 
will  touch  our  word  and  work,  and  answering  ten- 
derness will  be  roused  in  the  sinful,  and  lead  them 
to  God  in  true  contrition  of  soul. 


A PRAYER  FOR  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT. 


4 If  ye  then  being  evil,  know  how  to  give  good  gifts  unto  your  chil- 
dren; how  much  more  shall  your  heavenly  Father  give  the  Hol? 
Spirit  to  them  that  ask  Him?  ’ 


O Holy  Spirit  ! now  descend  on  me 
As  showers  of  rain  upon  the  thirsty  ground; 

Cause  me  to  flourish  as  a spreading  tree; 

May  all  Thy  precious  fruits  in  me  be  found. 

Be  Thou  my  4 Teacher  } — to  my  soul  reveal 
The  length,  breadth,  depth  and  height  of  Jesus’  love; 
And  on  my  soul  Thy  blest  instructions  seal, 

Raising  my  thoughts  and  heart  to  things  above. 
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Be  Thou  my  ‘ Comforter  ’ — when  I’m  distressed, 
O gently  sooth  my  sorrows,  calm  my  grief. 

Help  me  to  find  upon  my  Savior’s  breast, 

In  every  hour  of  trial,  sure  relief. 

Be  Thou  my  ‘Guide’  into  ‘all  truth’  divine; 

Give  me  increasing  knowledge  of  my  God; 

Show  me  the  glories  that  in  Jesus  shine, 

And  make  my  heart  the  place  of  His  abode. 

Be  Thou  my  4 Intercessor’ — teach  me  how 
To  pray  according  to  God’s  holy  will; 

Cause  me  with  deep  and  strong  desire  to  glow, 
And  my  whole  soul  with  heavenly  longings  fill. 

Be  Thou  my  ‘ Earnest  ’ of  eternal  rest, 

And  ‘ witness  * with  me  I am  God’s,  own  child, 

With  His  unchanging  love  and  favor  blest, 

By  Jesus’  blood  be  fully  reconciled. 

Be  Thou  my  ‘ Sanctifier  ’—-dwell  within, 

And  purify  and  cleanse  my  every  thought. 

Subdue  the  power  of  each  besetting  sin, 

And  be  my  will  to  sweet  submission  brought. 

Be  Thou  my  ‘ Quickener  ’ — in  me  revive 

Each  drooping  grace  so  prone  to  fade  and  die; 

Help  me  on  Jesus  day  by  day  to  live, 

And  loosen  more  and  more  each  earthly  tie. 

Blest  Spirit!  I would  yield  myself  to  Thee, 

Do  for  me  more  than  I can  ask  or  think: 

Let  me  Thy  holy  habitation  be, 

And  daily  deeper  from  Thy  fulness  drink. 


How  This  Power  is  Obtained. 
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HOW  THIS  POWER  IS  OBTAINED. 

HE  way  into  this  fulness  is  so  similar  to  the 


way  into  the  kingdom  when  we  first  came  for 
pardon  and  regeneration,  that  our  words  may  pos- 
sibly seem  to  some  to  be  very  elementary.  But  as 
the  way  into  the  possession  of  all  God’s  great  gifts 
is  very  simple  and  plain  to  the  sincere  spirit,  we 
hope  to  help  some  of  our  readers  who  long  for  this 
full  Pentecostal  anointing.  If  it  is  to  be  ours 
three  conditions  are  necessary. 

I. — There  must  he  purity  of  motive . 

In  this  matter  certainly  “ the  eye  ” must  be  “sin- 
gle” if  “the  whole  body”  is  to  be  “full  of  light.’ 
In  the  thirty-sixth  chapter  of  Ezekiel  God 
promises  to  give  His  Spirit  to  His  people  so  fully 
that  they  shall  be  cleansed  from  all  their  sins 
This  anointing,  He  declares,  will  make  their  lives 
beautiful  and  their  toil  so  effective  that  He  will  be 
able  to  “ increase  them  with  men  like  a flock.’ 
Lest  they  should  take  the  joy  and  credit  of  this 
true  revival  to  themselves,  He  makes  it  plain  that 
the  great  blessing  given  to  and  through  them  is 
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not  for  their  sakes,  but  for  His  own  great  Name’s 
sake,  that  it  “may  be  hallowed  among  the  heathen’' 
around  them.  The  great  end  of  this  work  of  grace 
was  that  the  eyes  of  the  heathen  might  be  turned 
to  Him  who  is  the  source  of  all  blessing,  and 
whose  abiding  smile  is  the  best  of  all  possessions. 

Here  we  see  how  we  are  to  come  to  God  when 
we  seek  the  fulness  of  the  Spirit  which  alone  can 
make  us  pure,  and  and  enable  us  to  make  the  most 
of  our  gifts  and  opportunities  in  His  service.  We 
have  already  seen  that  the  life  of  utter  consecra- 
tion is  a life  of  real  luxury . All  those  who  walk 
in  the  full  sunshine  of  the  divine  smile  are  agreed 
in  this. 

Hearing  and  seeing  this,  it  is  possible  for  us  to 
seek  this  fulness  simply  for  the  sake  of  our  own 
pleasure . If  we  have  no  higher  motive  than  this, 
if  we  seek  a full  salvation  looking  only  at  the 
fuller  peace,  joy,  and  hope  it  may  bring  to  us, 
we  are  likely  to  be  disappointed. 

If  the  pleasure  we  seek  takes  the  form  of  fame 
or  popularity , the  result  will  be  the  same.  The 
motive  is  not  a true  and  pure  one,  and  God  cannot 
honor  it. 

In  the  eyes  of  all  who  are  in  sympathy  with  the 
work  of  God  it  is  a high  privilege  indeed  to  be 
much  used  in  His  blessed  service.  To  have  the 
great  joy  of  leading  men  and  women  to  God  “ like 
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e flock”  is  one  of  the  highest  honors  God  can 
bestow  upon  His  children.  We  may  think  it  a 
desirable  and  enviable  thing  thus  to  help  others, 
but  we  must  not  seek  this  power  simply  for  the 
place  it  gives  in  the  public  eye  and  the  happiness 
it  may  bring  to  us.  It  is  as  true  here  as  it  is 
everywhere,  that  if  we  seek  happiness  for  her  own 
sake  she  will  ever  elude  our  grasp.  If  we  seek  to 
be  good  and  useful,  happiness  will  attend  our 
steps,  and  never  leave  us.  If  we  are  thus  to  be 
purified  aud  made  meet  for  fullest  and  highest 
service,  we  must  seek  the  infilling  of  the  Spirit 
to  promote  the  glory  of  God  and  the  welfare  of 
our  fellow  men. 

II. — There  must  be  a full  and  glad 
surrender. 

When  we  are  first  convicted  of  sin  and  see  on* 
need  of  Christ,  there  is  generally  some  one  thing 
which  becomes  the  arena  of  our  controversy  with 
God.  There  is  some  darling  sin,  some  favorite 
idol,  which  is  the  last  thing  we  are  willing  to  give 
up.  Among  the  forbidden  things  there  is  usually 
some  pet  Agag  we  are  anxious  to  spare  from  the 
death  of  the  enemies  of  God  in  our  lives. 

As  a rule  the  same  thing  happens  when  we  are 
44  convicted  for  holiness  ” and  realize  our  need  of 
being  44  filled  with  the  Spiritc”  Something  touch- 
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ing  our  reputation  or  our  enjoyment  has  to  b6 
given  up,  and  the  wrench  is  often  a severe  on©. 
People  will  sometimes  candidly  tell  us  they  do  not 
intend  to  come  to  Holiness  meetings.  When 
asked  why,  they  say  they  know  they  would  be 
made  to  feel  uncomfortable;  they  have  certain 
things  in  their  lives  which  are  incompatible  with 
a full  salvation,  and  are  not  prepared  to  part  with 
them. 

It  is  sometimes  an  unnecessary  indulgence,  or 
an  association  upon  which  the  Lord  cannot  smile. 
Sometimes  it  is  the  fear  of  greater  responsibility 
which  the  fuller  blessing  might  bring.  We  have 
met  cases  where  people  have  held  back  for  years 
through  the  fear  that  if  Spirit-filled  they  would 
have  work  to  do  from  which  they  shrank,  or  have 
to  become  more  generous  in  their  giving  to  God 
and  to  cases  of  need.  They  did  not  realize  that 
the  fuller  baptism  might  make  congenial  the  task 
from  which  they  held  back,  or  make  it  a joy  to 
minister  more  freely  to  the  poor  and  needy. 

Sometimes  the  Lord  allows  us  to  make  a test  of 
something  we  fancy  we  may  have  to  part  with,  or 
something  we  fear  we  may  have  to  do  if  we  get 
this  fuller  blessing.  The  writer  was  permitted  to 
think  that  if  he  obtained  it  he  would  have  to  go  to 
China  as  a missionary.  From  this  he  greatly 
shrank  for  very  many  reasons.  He  knows  now 
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that  God  never  intended  him  to  go,  but  he  had  to 
be  willing  to  go  before  the  Lord  could  give  him 
the  blessing  he  was  seeking.  This  foolish  and 
selfish  fear  to  trust  the  Lord  fully  cost  him  weeks 
of  unnecessary  pain  and  tears.  We  meet  many 
who  have  made  a similar  mistake. 

Oh,  how  foolish  thus  to  doubt  the  loving  God! 
He  does  not  love  us  the  less  because  we  long  to 
love  Him  the  more.  He  does  not  cease  to  do  His 
best  for  us  when  we  seek  to  do  our  best  for  Him. 
He  will  take  nothing  from  us  except  what  we  are 
better  without,  and  for  every  sacrifice  we  make  for 
Him  He  gives  to  us  “ manifold  more.”  He  will 
call  us  t-o  no  task  without  fitting  us  for  it,  and  to 
our  joy  in  doing  it  for  Him  He  will  add  His  own 
“ Well  done!” 

Willing  to  be  anything,  do  anything,  or  go  any- 
where. at  our  Lord’s  command,  we  reach  the  point 
where  He  can  give  us  the  Pentecostal  blessing  for 
which  we  pray. 

III. — There  must  he  implicit , present  trust. 

When  the  heart  says,  “None  of  self  and  all  of 
Thee,”  the  word  “ waiting  ” is  very  misleading, 
and  we  strongly  object  to  it.  Of  course  there  is  a 
beautiful  sense  in  which  it  is  blessed  to  wait  upon 
God,  but  that  is  not  the  sense  in  which  the  word 
is  used  here.  We  know  many  good  people  who 
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have  been  44  waiting  for  the  fire  ” for  nearly 
twenty  years,  and  they  look  as  if  they  would  keep 
on  waiting  to  the  end.  The  injunction  to  44  tarry  ” 
for  this  anointing  is  not  post- Pentecostal,  and 
does  not  refer  to  us  at  all.  Trusting , not  waitings 
is 

THE  MEDIUM  THROUGH  WHICH  THIS 
BLESSING  COMES. 

As  we  saw  in  a previous  chapter  the  first  disch 
pies  had  to  44 tarry”  because  in  New  Testament 
fulness  the  Holy  Spirit  had  not  then  come  to  His 
Church,  On  that  eventful  day  He  did  come,  and 
thank  God  He  has  never  been  withdrawn! 

* This  means  that  if  we  come  to  God  with  the 
right  motive,  He  not  only  urges  but  commands  us 
to  be  44 filled  with  the  Spirit”  note . We  are  to 
seek  and  claim  it  in  prayer,  for  He  gives  the  bless- 
ing 44 to  them  that  ask  Him”;  but  we  are  to  pray 
and  trust , and  not  wait  as  if  God  might  answer  our 
prayer  at  some  future,  indefinite  time.  He  wants 
us  to  come  to  Him  with  the  prayer  of  faith,  and 
take  our  personal  Pentecost  at  His  hand  as  a glori- 
ous present  blessing,  and  live  and  toil  moment  by 
moment  in  its  gladness  and  power. 

We  must  not  wait  for  feeling  before  we  take 
God  at  His  Word. 

In  seeking  pardon  people  often  want  to  feel  first 
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and  trust  afterwards,  and  we  often  have  some  dif- 
ficulty in  persuading  them  to  believe  at  once  and 
leave  their  feelings  to  God.  We  find  just  the 
same  difficulty  with  many  who  seek  this  fuller 
blessing.  They  come  to  God  with  a set  of  precon- 
ceived notions  for  which  they  have  no  warrant. 
They  believe  that  the  Holy  Spirit  is  a Spirit  of 
gladness,  and  expect  that  when  He  takes  full  pos- 
session they  will  receive  joyous  thrills  and  marvel- 
ous spiritual  shocks  that  will  move  their  souls 
wdth 

HALLELUJAH  EARTHQUAKES. 

Dear  reader,  remember  that  “ the  promise  is 
unto  you,”  and  the  blessing  is  for  you.  If  you 
seek  it  on  God’s  own  conditions,  the  moment  you 
trust  Him  He  says  it  is  yours.  Take  Him  at  His 
word.  Assume  that  He  keeps  His  word  and  does 
His  part,  seeing  you  have  done  yours.  Feeling 
sure  that  He  must  have  been  true  to  His  promise, 
“go  in  this  thy  might,”  doubting  nothing,  and  He 
will  lead  thee  to  victory.  Hold  on  to  the  bare 
Word  of  God,  and  all  the  feelings  you  need  will 
come  in  the  right  way  and  at  the  right  time.  You 
will  then  live  and  toil  to  make  others  happy,  which 
is  a much  better  test  and  proof  of  our  nearness  to 
God  then  our  wanting  to  be  very  happy  ourselves. 
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In  the  same  way  ice  must  avoid  waiting  to  see 
special  results  before  we  trust. 

God  likes  to  be  trusted,  and  it  may  help  us  to 
honor  Him  if  these  special  feelings  and  special  re- 
sults are  withheld  from  us  for  a time  as  our  Lord 
teaches  us  the  lesson  of  faith.  When  the  writer 
claimed  his  birthright  he  had  no  ecstatic  thrills 
and  no  extra  joyous  emotions.  He  knew  his  sur- 
render was  complete,  and  having  taken  God  at  His 
word  he  was  sure  the  experience  was  his , though 
he  felt  little  different.  He  was  at  peace,  for  the 
controversy  with  God  was  over.  For  days  he  saw 
no  extra  results  to  his  preaching,  but  kept  on,  feel- 
ing certain  that  God  could  not  fail  to  keep  His 
word.  Without  anything  special  either  in  emo- 
tions or  in  fruits  to  his  labors,  he  believed  he  had 
received  this  full  anointing,  and  the  seals  and  at- 
testations of  God  came  in  His  own  good  time. 

These  chapters  have  been  written  from  a deep 
heart-conviction  that  the  relation  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  to  Christian  life  and  work  is,  in  many 
Churches  to-day,  an  almost  forgotten  doctrine. 
Volumes  of  splendid  sermons  have  recently  been 
issued  that  do  not  contain  a single  reference  to 
Him,  and  this  in  His  own  dispensation , The  piti- 
ful cry  for  amusements,  entertainments,  and  recre- 
ation in  the  churches  is  but  the  seeking  in  a wrong 
direction  to  satisfy  a deeply-felt  want.  It  is  the 
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halfdnarticulate,  misunderstood  cry  of  the  church’s 
heart  for  a more  satisfying  sense  of  the  presence 
and  blessing  of  God.  Thank  God,  there  is  a grow- 
ing spirit  of  inquiry  in  our  midst,  and  hundreds 
of  sincere  disciples  of  Christ  are  asking  for  a deeper 
spiritual  work  in  their  own  hearts  and  lives,  and  a 
richer  spiritual  unction  upon  their  work  for  God 
and  men!  It  is  all  in  the  Holy  Spirit.  Hundreds 
are  realizing  that  the  only  true  wealth  is  the  Christ- 
ilke  in  our  own  character,  and  help  given  to  others 
in  Christ’s  name  and  power.  They  see  that  such 
riches  cannot  be  taken  from  us  by  death,  and  cannot 
be  scorched  by  the  fires  of  judgment.  They  see  the 
frightful  sins  in  society,  and  the  deep  need  of  the 
perishing.  They  see,  too,  the  impotence  of  the 
Christian  Church  to  cope  with  these  evils  in  her 
present  low  spiritual  state.  Amid  much  that  de- 
presses these  evident  signs  of  a great  spiritual 
awakening  are 

FULL  OF  HOPE  AND  CHEER* 

Let  it  be  yours  and  mine,  then,  my  readers,  to 
take  now,  and  to  keep  moment  by  moment,  our 
glorious  birthright  in  Jesus  Christ.  Content  with 
nothing  less,  let  us  live,  pray,  and  toil  in  the  ful- 
ness of  the  Spirit.  Then,  filled  with  purity,  glad- 
ness, and  sympathy,  and  clothed  with  the  divine 
might,  whether  our  work  be  inside  or  outside, 
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whatever  our  sphere  or  form  of  holy  toil,  the  Pen- 
tecostal power  will  pervade  all  we'  say  and  do. 
Amid  human  sorrow  we  shall  be  calm  and  glad, 
and  in  human  weakness  we  shall  be  strong  in  the 
strength  of  God.  We  shall  then  know  in  our  own 
experience  the  meaning  of  our  Master’s  ow  n word: 
“ Greater  things  than  these  shall  ye  do,  because 
I go  to  the  Father.” 


How  This  Power  is  Retained. 


CHAPTER  X, 

HOW  THIS  POWER  IS  RETAINED* 


INHERE  is  no  state  of  grace  attainable  in  this 
world  where  we  cannot  be  tempted,  and  from 
which  we  cannot  fall.  There  are  conditions  that 
must  be  complied  with  if  we  are  to  retain  “the 
fulness  of  the  blessing  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ.” 

I. — There  must  he  constant  implicit  obedience , 

" The  Holy  Ghost  whom  God  hath  given 
to  them  that  obey  Him  ” 

As  we  have  already  seen,  Christ’s  twofold 
purpose  concerning  us  is  to  restore  us  to  His 
image  and  to  use  us  in  His  kingdom.  The  Holy 
Spirit  dwells  within  to  work  out  this  purpose  in 
and  through  us,  and  is  thwarted  in  His  mis- 
sion if  we  disobey  Him.  The  test  of  our  friend- 
ship for  Christ  is  our  obedience  to  His  will, 
and  that  will  the  Holy  Ghost  reveals  to  us  step  by 
step  and  day  by  day.  When  He  has  made  the 
path  of  duty  plain,  we  grieve  Him  if  we  decline  to 
walk  in  it,  and  to  the  extent  to  which  we  grieve 
Him  we  are  robbed  of  the  might  and  music  of  His 
presence 
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Take  the  ofbdebated  subject  of  Confession  of 
having  received  this  blessing. 

Many  sincere  and  sensitive  Christians  are 
repelled  and  hurt  by  the  loud,  half-boastful,  self' 
assertive  way  in  which  some  good  people  shout 
that  they  are  cleansed  from  all  sin.  We  sympa* 
thize  with  these  tempted  and  hindered  ones. 
Their  feeling  that 

HOLINESS  PROMOTES  HUMILITY 

is  certainly  Scriptural.  One  of  the  first  results  of 
its  presence  is  to  save  a man  from  the  spirit  that 
says, 

“Stand  aside,  for  I am  holier  than  thou!” 

The  more  a man  has  of  the  presence  of  God  the 
less  hedias  of  self-assertion  and  pride. 

Yet,  while  there  is  a kind  of  confession  that 
does  harm,  surely  there  is  a way  of  testifying  to 
the  best  our  Lord  has  done  for  us  which  can  only 
cheer  and  help  the  sincere  souls  who  listen  to  us. 
It  is  a great  blessing  to  be  saved  at  all,  and  to  be 
fully  saved  means  fulness  of  blessing.  There  are 
thousands  around  us  who  are  awfully  dissatisfied 
with  their  present  low  level  of  Christian  life  and 
experience.  If  we  have  been  lifted  to  a higher 
and  richer,  we  owe  it  to  them  and  to  our  Lord  to 
“ tell  it  out.”  The  saintly  Fletcher  tells  us  that 
more  than  once  he  forfeited  his  close  walk  with 
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God  by  not  declaring  to  others  what  the  Lord  had 
done  for  him.  If  the  good  Spirit  filling  our  hearts 
prompts  us  thus  to  help  others,  it  is  at  our  peril 
that  we  turn  a deaf  ear  to  his  call. 

Our  obedience  may  be  tested  by  a call  to  sac- 
rifice. 

As  we  rise  higher  in  the  divine  life  our  circle 
of  illumination  becomes  wider,  and  we  see  many 
things  in  a new  and  fuller  light.  Or  through 
changed  conditions  in  our  relations  to  others  we 
may  discover  that  some  things  in  our  life  that  are 
44 lawful”  have  ceased  to  be  44 expedient.”  At 
once  the  Spirit  whispers: 

“You  must  give  that  up.” 

Scores  of  Spirit-filled  Christians  have  lost  their 
full  anointing  at  this  point  through 

AKGUING  WITH  GOD 

and  holding  on  to  the  thing  He  has  vetoed 
Some  we  know  who  have  carried  the  disobedience 
so  far  that  they  have  had  to  say  with  Saul  after 
his  flagrant  disobedience  at  Gilgal : 

44  God  has  departed  from  me.” 

Whatever  the  nature  of  the  sacrifice  to  which  we 
are  called  of  God,  we  must  at  once  obey  if  we  are 
fo  retain  our  Pentecostal  anointing. 

Many  dear  souls  have  distinct  call  to  work . 

The  Spirit  has  prompted  them  to  speak  to  some 
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special  person,  to  deliver  some  special  message,  or 
to  go  to  some  special  place,  and  they  have  shirked 
the  service.  When  the  Spirit  of  God  sent  Jonah 
to  Nineveh,  and  he  ran  away  to  Tarshish  instead, 
he  had  anything  but  a prosperous  voyage.  Until 
he  came  back  to  the  point  where  he  went  counter 
to  the  will  of  his  Master,  he  had  a terribly  hard 
time. 

If  we  are  to  continue  in  the  full  light  of  the 
divine  smile  we  must  be  ever  “ obedient  unto  the 
heavenly  vision.” 

II. — We  must  constantly  study  the  Word  of 
God . “ He  shall  take  of  Mine  and  shoiv 

it  unto  you” — St.  John  xvi.  15. 

The  Word  of  God  is  the  bread  and  water  of  life 
to  our  souls,  and  it  is  ministered  to  us  by  the  Holy 
Spirit. 

He  is  the  great  Sanctifier,  and  the  means  He 
uses  is  ‘‘the  truth.” 

When  our  Lord  had  His  awful  wilderness 
temptation,  He  met  and  repelled  every  assault  of 
Satan  by  the  Word  of  God. 

The  Word  of  God  is  our  defensive  sarmor,  and 
also  our  weapon  of  attack — “the  sword  of  the 
Spirit.” 

The  Bible  is  our  armory,  but  if  our  panoply  of 
war  be  in  the  armory  when  we  meet  the  foe 
in  the  field,  we  are  defenceless.  We  must 
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have  the  Word  in  our  memory  and  in  our  heart. 
Then  the  Spirit  of  God  has  the  means  of  victory 
present,  and  every  fiery  dart  of  the  Evil  One  can 
be  turned  aside. 

He  is  the  Spirit  of  power  in  our  toil  for  God 
and  men,  and  He  always  works  by  means  of  divine 
truth.  It  is  a question  if  He  ever  leads  any  one  to 
the  cross  without  in  some  way  or  other  using  the 
Word  He  has  given  to  us.  If  we  cease  to  study 
that  Word,  we  have  not  the  means  at  hand  by 
which  He  makes  our  work  effective  in  blessing 
those  for  whom  we  toil.  Every  observant  Chris- 
tian can  endorse  one  of  Moody’s  favorite  sayings, 
that  he  has  “ never  known  any  one  much  used  in 
saving  men  who  was  not  a man  or  woman  of  the 
Bible.” 

In  the  same  way  He  keeps  our  sympathy  with 
men  fresh  and  deep  by  lighting  up  to  us  God’s 
declarations  of  the  misery  and  danger  of  the 
Christless. 

He  makes  us  strong  for  holy  toil,  and  quickens 
our  incentives  to  it  by  filling  us  with  constant 
gladness  as  He  interprets  to  us  the  precious  prom- 
ises of  God. 

III. — We  must  shun  all  impurity . “ Sensual , 
not  having  the  Spirit .” — Jude  19 . 

The  Spirit  of  God  is  holy , and  if  He  is  to  fill 
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abidingly  the  temple  of  our  body,  we  must  allow 
Him  to  keep  it  clean. 

If  we  hang  impure  pictures  upon  the  walls  of 
our  imagination  He  will  leave  the  room.  If  we 
indulge  in  unclean  thoughts  or  memories  He  will 
leave  us  to  them,  for  He  is  pure.  If  we  allow  our 
thoughts  to  become  a chamber  for  unseen  sensual 
orgies  we  must  not  expect  to  remain  Spiribfilled. 
Disastrous  mischief  may  be  wrought  in  our  soul’s 
relations  to  God  by  a fifteen  minutes’  indulgence 
in  lustful  reverie  and  imagination.  “Keep  thyself 
pure.” 

May  we  not  also  say  that  though  it  may  come 
more  slowly,  the  same  result  will  follow  gross 
living  and  all  that  means  sensual  indulgence? 
In  things  legitimate  there  is  a self-denial  that 
God  honors,  and  of  which,  we  fear,  many  Chris- 
tians never  dream.  Christ  has  redeemed  our  body 
as  well  as  our  soul,  and  both  are  alike  to  be  kept 
sacred  for  Him.  The  body  is  His  temple  in  which 
He  loves  to  dwell,  and  the  instrument  through 
which  He  works  out  His  purposes  through  us 
among  those  around  us.  If  we  use  our  bodies  in 
any  way  that  unfits  them  for  this  glorious  mission, 
it  must  grieve  the  pur©  Spirit  of  God  who  dwells 
in  our  hearts. 

If  we  begin  to  pamper  and  indulge  our  lower 
nature,  to  eat  and  drink  to  excess,  and  to  indulge 
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in  unnecessary  luxuries  merely  to  please  the  ap- 
petite, we  are  not  likely  to  remain  spiritually* 
minded.  It  is  just  possible  that  many  a Christian 
worker  is  limited  in  his  usefulness  through  his 
breath  reeking  with  whiskey  fumes  and  his  clothes 
with  the  smell  of  tobacco.  Those  who  “ bear  the 
vessels  of  the  Lord  ” are  commanded  to  be  clean. 
If  we  cease  to  “be  clean  ” our  service  : \ the  tem- 
ple of  God  will  cease  to  be  fully  pleasing  to  Him 
and  effective  in  His  service. 

IV. — We  must  avoid  laziness . “Stir  up  the  gift 
which  is  in  thee”  2 Tim . i.  6 . 

It  is  very  significant  to  read  in  the  Acts  that  those 
who  were  “ filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost  ” on  the 
Day  of  Pentecost  had  the  anointing  repeated. 
We  cannot  help  and  bless  others  without  its  cost- 
ing us  something  ourselves,  and  the  “ virtue  ” we 
give  off  in  holy  toil  we  must  renew  in  communion 
with  God.  As  we  spend  our  spiritual  power  in 
saving  others,  we  must  ever  come  back  to  God  for 

FRESH  SUPPLIES. 

But  when  the  blessed  baptism  is  renewed  to  us  it 
is  for  renewed  service  for  God  and  men.  Our  Lord 
will  not  give  grace  to  waste. 

We  have  talked  with  men  who  were  once  suc- 
cessful soubwinners.  With  quivering  lips  and 
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many  tears  they  have  told  ns  of  departed  power 
and  glory,  and  they  have  assured  ns  that  they  lost 
their  anointing  through  no  wilful  sin.  Actual  sin 
is  not  necessary  to  grieve  the  Spirit  of  God,  and 
lead  Him  to  withdraw  some  of  His  power  and 
blessing  from  us.  He  wants  to  get  all  that  is  pos- 
sible  out  of  us  for  God  and  for  our  fellow  men.  If 
we  frustrate  this  purpose,  if  we  become  content  with 
past  triumphs,  if  we  settle  down  into  easy,  indolent 
living,  telling  of  victories  in  the  past  instead  of 
seeking  to  win  fresh  ones  in  the  present,  our 
power  to  win  them  will  soon  be  gone.  But  if  we 
render  a prompt  and  glad  obedience  to  His  every 
call,  if  “ the  Word  of  God  dwell  in  us  richly  ” and 
ever  fresh  and  vivid,  if  we  rely  on  Him  to  keep 
us  clean  in  thought,  word,  and  deed,  if  we  respond 
to  His  every  call  to  action,  doing  our  work  with 
His  enthusiasm  (which  is  reason  set  on  fire,)  then 
from  year  to  year  our  life  will  be  Spirit-filled,  and 
thus  beautiful  and  full  of  healing,  and  at  our  home* 
going  we  shall  have  an  “abundant  entrance.” 


The  Filling  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 


OMING  suddenly  down  to  Ephesus,  the  Apos- 


tle Paul,  as  was  his  wont,  sought  for  any 
Christians  that  might  be  gathered  within  that  vast 
center  of  heathenism.  His  search  was  finally  re- 
warded by  the  discovery  of  twelve  men,  meeting 
probably  in  some  obscure  room,  and  exercising  no 
influence  on  the  vast  idolatrous  city  out  of  which 
the  grace  of  God  had  drawn  them.  His  first 
question  was  a very  searching  one.  Without  pre- 
liminaries he  went  to  the  point.  Convinced  that 
there  must  be  some  reason  why  they  did  not  ex- 
ercise a greater  power  on  the  populations  around 
them,  he  set  himself  to  probe  the  cause;  and 
shrewdly  guessed  it  in  the  searching  inquiry: 

“ Did  ye  receive  the  Holy  Spirit  when  ye  be- 
lieved?” (Acts  xix.  2,  R.  V.). 

The  Apostle  surely  did  not  mean  to  ask  whether 
they  had  received  the  special  gifts  of  the  Spirit. 
Their  reply  at  least  does  not  indicate  that  they  so 
understood  him.  He  wanted  only  to  learn  whether 
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they  had  received  that  filling  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
which  was  the  main  feature  of  Pentecost  (Acts  ii. 
4;  vi.  3;  xiii.  52). 

“Received  we  the  Holy  Spirit  when  we  believed! 
How  could  we  have  faith,  except  it  were  given  us 
by  the  Holy  Spirit?  ” might  have  been  the  reply 
of  the  startled  men. 

“ Granted,”  would  the  Apostle  answer.  “ No 
man  can  call  Jesus  Lord  except  by  the  Holy  Sjoirit ; 
certainly  the  Holy  Spirit  has  been  at  work  within 
you,  else  ye  were  none  of  Christ’s;  but  there  is  an 
experience  altogether  beyond  and  above  that . .dtial 
step  by  which  the  Holy  Spirit  first  reveals  sin  and 
Christ,  and  it  is  for  lack  of  this  that  your  testi- 
mony is  so  inoperative,  and  your  lives  so  destitute 
of  fire.” 

As  we  look  back  upon  this  episode  across  the 
centuries,  we  are  convinced  that  it  suggests  the 
reason  why  so  many  Christians  around  us  acknowl- 
edge their  religion  a failure,  whilst  the  world 
mocks  at  their  inability  to  exorcise  the  devils 
which  possess  it. 

It  is  of  course  true  that  the  Holy  Ghost  is  the 
sole  agent  in  conversion,  becoming  the  occupant 
of  the  temple,  which  is  presented  to  Him  by  the 
nature  of  man  (i  Cor.  vi.  19). 

It  is  equally  clear  that  the  Holy  Spirit  as  a per- 
son enters  the  newly  regenerated  heart.  But  there 
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is  a vast  difference  between  having  the  Holy  Ghost 
and  being  filled  by  Him.  In  the  one  case,  He 
may  be  compared  to  a mighty  man  that  cannot 
save,  legated  to  an  obscure  corner  of  the  heart, 
whilst  the  larger  part  of  the  nature  is  excluded 
from  His  gracious  influences.  In  the  other,  He  is 
a welcome  guest,  to  whom  every  part  of  the  being 
is  thrown  open,  and  who  pervades  it  with  the  free- 
dom of  the  balmy  air  of  summer,  sweeping  through 
open  windows,  breathing  through  long  corridors, 
and  carrying  into  furthest  recesses  the  fragrance 
of  a thousand  flowers. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  point  this  contrast  by  anal- 
ogies drawn  from  the  Word  of  God.  May  we  not 
reverently  say  that  the  ministry  of  our  blessed 
Lord  Himself  owed  much  of  its  marvelous  power 
to  that  moment  when,  although  filled  with  the 
Holy  Spirit  from  His  birth,  He  was  afresh  anoint- 
ed at  the  waters  of  baptism?  With  marked  em- 
phasis it  was  said,  He  was  filled  with  the  Spirit 
(Luke  iv.  1),  and  returned  in  the  power  of  the  spirit 
from  Galilee  (ver.  14),  and  stood  up  in  the  synago- 
gue of  His  native  town,  claiming  the  ancient  proph- 
ecy, and  declaring  that  the  Spirit  of  God  was  upon 
Him  (ver.  18).  His  wondrous  words  and  works 
are  directly  traced  to  the  marvelous  operation  of 
the  Holy  Ghost  upon  His  human  life  (Acts  x.  38). 

Remember  also  the  vast  alteration  that  came 
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over  the  apostles  and  other  followers  of  Jesus  on 
the  Day  of  Pentecost  and  after!  Before  that  day 
they  cowered  like  sheep;  when  it  came  they  stood 
like  lions  at  bay.  Before  it,  their  bosoms  heaved 
with  tumultuous  passions  of  rivalry  and  suspicion 
and  desire  for  earthly  power;  afterwards,  each 
thought  the  other  better  than  himself,  and  sought 
to  excel  in  humble  ministry  to  the  saints.  Peter 
charged  home  upon  the  crowd  the  murder  of 
the  Son  of  God,  until  the  rabble  became  a congre- 
gation, and  thousands  cry  for  mercy.  Can  you 
recognize  in  him  the  timid  son  of  Jonas  who  dared 
not  face  the  question  of  a servant  girl?  And  what 
made  the  difference?  From  the  first  they  hud  en- 
joyed the  teaching  and  grace  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
Though  not  given  in  fulness  (John  vii.  39),  yet 
He  was  working  on  human  hearts  (Lukeii.  25-27). 
Indeed,  our  Lord  had  breathed  on  them  and  said, 
“ Receive  ye  the  Holy  Ghost”  (John  xx.  22),  be- 
fore He  went  on  to  say,  “ Ye  shall  be  baptized  with 
the  Holy  Ghost  not  many  days  hence.” 

What  does  this  mean,  except  that  those  who 
have  already  received  the  Spirit,  in  a lower  meas- 
ure, may  look  for  and  receive  His  gracious  filling — 
grace  on  grace,  wave  on  wave,  flood  on  flood? 

Header,  can  you  not  see  the  reason  of  the  failure 
and  disappointment  of  your  life?  You  are  living 
experimentally  on  the  other  side  of  Pentecost. 
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The  Holy  Ghost  is  in  you,  but  He  does  not  fill 
you.  You  are  trying  to  live  a Christian  life  in  the 
neglect  of  the  one  power  by  which  this  marvel  can 
be  achieved.  What  wonder  that  you  fail,  and  are 
often  inclined  to  give  up  in  despair,  because  your 
ideal  is  so  far  beyond  your  reach;  or  that  your 
closest  friends  sadly  contrast  the  luxuriance  of 
your  promises  with  the  meagerness  of  your  fruit! 
It  is  hardly  necessary  to  ask  if  you  received  the 
filling  of  the  Holy  Spirit  when  you  believed.  It  is 
but  too  patent  that  you  did  not;  and  if  in  this 
hour  of  unusual  thoughtfulness  you  were  lead  to 
see  your  position,  and  seek  that  holy  filling  which 
you  may  have,  there  is  not  the  least  doubt  that  you 
would  suddenly  rise  up  into  an  excellency  of  Chris- 
tian living,  which  would  be  as  great  a contrast  to 
your  past  as  sunlight  to  moonlight,  and  as  the  pro- 
fusion of  an  autumn  orchard  to  the  bare  and  storm- 
swept  trees  of  winter. 

This  is  the  glorious  meaning  of  the  day  of  Pen- 
tecost: it  has  put  within  reach  of  all,  of  old  men 
and  children,  of  young  men  and  maidens,  that 
blessed  filling  of  the  Spirit  which  in  former  times 
was  reserved  for  only  a few  of  the  most  illustrious 
saints  (Acts  ii.  17,  18). 

Mark  these  several  ways  in  which  this  filling  of 
the  Spirit  would  operate. 
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I.  — You  would  get  a new  and  vivid  concep- 

tion of  the  Lord  Jesus . 

Is  it  not  your  chief  complaint  that  His  figure  is 
so  indistinct,  and  that  you  are  so  unable  to  realize 
His  presence;  the  glimpses  of  His  face  few  and 
far  between,  and  your  moments  of  true  communion 
fitful?  The  reason  is  to  be  found  in  the  feeble- 
ness of  the  Spirit’s  action.  It  is  His  special  func- 
tion to  take  of  the  things  of  Christ,  and  to  reveal 
them  to  us,  and  one  chief  symptom  of  His  having 
filled  the  soul  is  that  the  soul  luxuriates  in  a vivid 
and  abiding  recognition  of  the  Lord’s  real  and 
glorious  presence.  Nay,  more,  Christ  dwells  in 
us  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  as  the  sun  dwells  in  the 
world  by  the  atmosphere  vibrating  with  his  beams 
(Eph.  iii.  17). 

II.  — You  would  obtain  more  constant  vic- 

tory over  sin. 

How  many  Christians  complain  of  the  uprising 
of  their  old  and  depraved  nature,  which  so  rapidly 
responds  to  the  suggestions  of  the  tempter  betray- 
ing the  continued  presence  in  the  heart  of  that 
self  principle  which  has  been  the  cause  of  all  the 
evil  and  misery  of  the  world!  To  cope  with  this 
is  the  enigma  of  many  hearts,  ambitious  of  saint- 
liness; and  of  how  many  is  it  the  bitter  regret  that 
length  of  years  and  experience,  and  incessant  strug- 
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gles,  fail  to  give  them  victory!  This  also  is  largely 
because  there  has  been  no  deep  experience  of 
the  filling  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

The  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Christ  Jesus 
makes  us  free  from  the  law  of  sin  and  death  which 
is  in  our  members  (Horn.  viii.  2).  There  is  no 
greater  safeguard  against  impurity  and  sin,  than 
to  reckon  that  the  whole  nature  has  now  become 
the  Temple  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  to  trust  Him 
to  keep  His  own  property  absolutely  for  Himself 
(i  Cor.  iv.  19). 

III. — You  ivould  have  a more  unbroken  assurance 
of  acceptance  and  adoption  into  the  fam- 
ily of  God. 

To  ignore  or  lessen  the  work  of  the  Spirit  in  the 
heart  is  to  silence  the  one  voice  which  witnesses 
with  our  spirits  that  we  are  born  of  God  (Rom. 
viii.  15).  What  does  the  Apostle  mean  when  he 
says,  “After  that  ye  believed  ye  were  sealed  with 
that  Holy  Spirit  of  promise,  which  is  the  earnest 
of  our  inheritance?”  Those  words  surely  teach 
us  that  what  the  earnest  penny  is  to  the  farmda- 
borer,  what  the  first  sod  to  the  purchaser  of  Scotch 
estates,  what  the  grapes  of  Eschol  to  the  vintage 
of  Palestine,  of  which  they  are  the  guarantee  and 
the  sample — that  the  presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
in  the  believer’s  heart  is  to  the  glorious  inheri- 
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tance  reserved  for  us  in  heaven.  It  stands  to  rea- 
son, therefore,  that  the  strength  and  clearness  of 
His  witness  will  be  in  proportion  to  the  fulness  of 
His  indwelling.  Let  us  do  everything  to  increase 
and  accentuate  the  power  of  this  precious  testi- 
mony to  our  childship. 

IV. — You  would  obtain  new  power  for  service. 

It  is  said,  that  when  the  Apostles  had  prayed, 
the  place  where  they  met  was  shaken,  “ and  they 
were  all  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  spake  the 
Word  of  God  with  boldness,  and  with  great  power 
gave  they  witness”  (Acts  iv.  31-33). 

The  Holy  Spirit  is  a Spirit  of  power,  the  dy- 
namics of  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  the  energy  of 
the  life  of  God,  which  can  alone  vivify  dead 
spirits.  The  more  we  have  of  this,  the  more 
certain  we  are  of  great  spiritual  results;  whilst, 
without  this,  we  may  sow  much,  but  our  seed  will 
be  lost,  and  the  scanty  ears  of  autumn  fail  to  re- 
ward our  toils.  The  life-giving  Spirit  must  be 
within  us  in  power,  or  we  shall  never  see  dead 
souls  awake  to  the  life  of  God  under  our  word. 

V. — You  woidd  be  kept  in  mind  of  your  true 
attitude  in  Jesus . 

We  forget  so  soon.  In  the  onset  of  evil  w©  do 
not  recollect  to  look  away  to  Him.  Long  periods 
of  time  pass,  during  which  we  are  but  faintly  con- 
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scions  that  we  are  God’s  adopted  children,  sharing 
the  victory  of  our  risen  Lord,  and  destined  to 
stand  forever  in  the  inner  circle  of  the  Throne. 
And  this  is  because  the  Holy  Ghost  has  so  little 
power  in  our  lives;  whereas  if  only  we  were  filled 
with  His  indwelling,  He  would  be  in  us  as  the 
Spirit  of  remembrance,  bringing  all  things  to  our 
memory,  and  keeping  us  in  the  true  posture  of  all 
holy  souls  (John  xiv.  26). 

Say  not  that  this  filling  by  the  Spirit  was  for 
the  first  Christians  and  not  for  us.  Certainly  His 
gifts  were  part  of  the  special  machinery  needed  to 
impress  the  Gentile  world;  but  the  filling  of  the 
Spirit  is  conterminous  with  no  one  age.  Alas!  that 
many  think  that  the  Almighty,  like  some  bankrupt 
builder,  constructed  the  portico  of  His  Church 
with  marble,  and  has  finished  it  with  common 
brick!  What  does  the  Apostle  mean  (Eph.  v.  18) 
when  he  bids  us  “ Be  filled  with  the  Spirit”? 
We  appropriate  the  doctrines,  the  exhortations, 
the  mystic  teachings  of  that  glorious  epistle. 
Why  then  should  we  overlook  this  distinct  com- 
mand, which  demands  the  obedience  of  all  to 
whom  this  epistle  comes? 

Let  us  never  forget  also  that  God’s  biddings  are 
His  enablings,  and  that  what  He  commands 
the  universal  Church  He  is  prepared  to  ae- 


124 


THE  FILLING  OF  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT 


complish  for  each  individual  member  of  it. 

Nothing  could  be  clearer  than  the  announce- 
ment of  the  Apostle  Peter  on  the  Day  of  Pentecost, 
that  the  promise  was  not  to  themselves  only,  but 
to  all  that  are  afar  off,  even  as  many  as  the  Lord 
our  God  shall  call  (Acts  ii.  39).  Have  you  been 
called,  my  reader,  by  the  grace  of  God?  Then  the 
promise  of  being  filled  is  as  much  for  you  in  the 
westering  light  of  this  age,  as  it  was  for  those  who 
lived  in  its  silver  dawn.  Appropriate  it. 

We  must  appropriate  the  filling  power  of  the 

Holy  Spirit  as  we  do  all  God's  gifts  by  faith . 

Do  not  prepare  yourself  to  receive  it.  Do  not 
attempt  a renovation  of  the  inner  life  as  the  con- 
dition of  His  entrance,  for  your  utmost  prepar- 
ation will  be  made  in  vain.  Do  not  try  to  make 
room  for  Him.  Simply  be  willing  to  yield  your 
whole  being  to  His  grace,  and  believe  that  just  as 
the  earthly  parent  gives  to  the  child  all  good  and 
needful  things  as  soon  as  the  request  is  made,  so 
will  our  Father  in  heaven  give  the  filling  of  the 
Spirit  to  each  child  that  asks  for  it. 

Ask  for  it  in  humble  consciousness  of  your  own 
unworthiness,  but  with  eager  desire  that  you  may 
be  better  able  to  glorify  God.  Wait  in  the  sur- 
render and  stillness  of  your  heart,  like  that  which 
hushed  the  Tabernacle  before  the  ark,  where 
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Samuel  slept.  And  believe  that  there  and  then 
God  does  keep  His  word  with  your  soul,  and  that 
“ the  Lord  suddenly  comes  to  His  temple.” 

Then  rise  up  and  go  forth  from  your  chamber, 
not  trying  to  feel  filled,  but  reckoning  that  God  has 
kept  His  word  with  you,  and  daring  to  believe  it, 
though  you  may  not  be  conscious  of  any  emotional 
outburst.  And  you  will  find  when  you  come  to 
work  or  suffer  or  meet  temptation,  that  there  will 
be  in  you  the  consciousness  of  a power  which  you 
have  never  known  before,  and  which  will  indicate 
the  filling  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

But  remember  it  is  not  enough  to  he 
filled  once  for  all. 

Like  the  Apostles  of  old,  we  must  seek  perpetual 
refillings.  They  who  were  filled  in  the  second 
chapter  of  Acts  were  filled  again  in  the  fourth* 
Happy  is  the  man  who  never  leaves  his  chamber 
in  the  morning  without  definitely  seeking  and  re- 
ceiving the  plentitude  of  the  Spirit! 

Tt  is  all-important  also  to  remember  that  just  as 
a fire  cannot  be  maintained  without  freshly 
heaped' up  fuel , so  the  energetic  working  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  in  human  hearts  is  largely  depend- 
ent on  the  daily  devout  study  of  the  Word  of  God. 
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Had  its  beginning  in  D.  L.  Moody’s  conviction  and  under- 
standing of  the  vital  need  for  low-priced  books  carrying 
the  gospel  message  to  all  classes.  It  was  after  he  had  tried 
in  vain  to  secure  books  for  inquirers,  at  a local  book  store 
in  a Wisconsin  town,  that  he  set  about  to  establish  a Col- 
portage  Department  in  connection  with  his  Chicago  school 
for  training  Christian  workers.  Founded  in  1894,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Bible  Institute  for  Home  and  Foreign  Missions, 
as  the  school  was  then  called,  this  Association  has  continued 
to  deliver , through  means  of  the  printed  page , messages  that 
convict  of  sin,  quicken  the  devotional  life , arouse  to  evan- 
gelistic effort  and  missionary  activity . It  has  carried  the 
gospel  where  church  privileges  were  wanting,  or  not  em- 
braced, and  is  doing  so  yet.  Young  and  old  have  felt  its 
influence  to  counteract  the  opposition  of  Satan. 

Terms  are  cheerfully  quoted  to  those  who  would  seriously 
consider  “book  missionary,”  or  colportage  work  in  co-opera- 
tion with  this  Association.  Previous  experience  not  essen- 
tial. Full  printed  instructions  and  suggestions  promptly 
provided.  Your  spare  time  can  be  employed  very  profitably. 
The  more  time  given,  the  better  the  results. 

SOME  REASONS  FOR  ENGAGING  IN  COLPORTAGE  WORK 

It  is  God’s  work,  preeminently  so,  in  aim,  method  and  blessing 
attendant.  Not  merely  book  selling,  but  a definite  form  of  Chris- 
tian work. 

A means  is  furnished  for  carrying  the  gospel,  and  messages  of 
comfort,  into  thousands  of  homes  where  pastors  or  Christian  work- 
ers cannot,  or  perhaps  seldom,  if  ever,  visit. 

Opportunities  for  doing  persona!  work,  enlisting  men’s  lives  and 
sympathies  in  the  cause  of  Christ  are  ever  open  to  the  colporter. 

The  work  can  be  undertaken  in  various  ways, — from  home  to 
home,  in  churches,  in  connection  with  a permanent  book  table  or 
stand,  in  various  societies,  conferences  and  through  the  mail. 

The  plan  is  workable  and  thoroughly  tried  as  one  of  the  great 
avenues  through  which  the  non-church  goer  can  be  reached.  It  is 
applicable  in  YOUR  community,  whether  village,  town  or  city. 

Employment  is  presented  you  at  the  smallest  outlay  cf  money 
and  the  least  possible  risk  of  failure  or  loss.  The  remuneration  is 
in  accordance  with  interest,  time  and  energy  expended. 

The  eye  of  faith  sees  the  rapid  extension  of  this  work,  with  some 
opposition,  no  doubt,  but  there  is  need  for  many  more  helpers  to 
co-operate  in  bringing  things  to  pass.  Diligent  and  consecrated  men 
and  women  are  needed  and  you  are  urged  to  write  for  further  in- 
formation. 

WHAT  MAY  NOT  BE  ACCOMPLISHED! 


NUMERICAL  CATALOGUE  OF 

THE  MOODYCOLPORTAGE  LIBRARY 

A series  of  books  by  v/ell  known  Christian  authors,  undenominational, 
thoroughly  evangelical,  for  all  classes  of  readers,  in  several  languages.  All 
uniform  in  size  and  style,  attractive  paper  covers,  4%  x 6%  inches. 

1 All  of  Grace,  C.  H.  Spurgeon. 

2 The  Way  to  God.  D.  L.  Moody 

3 Pleasure  and  Profit  in  Bible  Study. 

D.  L.  Moody 

4 Life,  W arfare  and  Victory.  D.  W.  Whittle 
6 Heaven.  D.  L.  Moody 

6 Prevailing  Prayer.  D.  L.  Moody 

7 The  Way  of  Life.  Various  authors 
9 To  the  Work.  D.  L.  Moody 

10  According  to  Promise.  C.  H.  Spurgeon 

11  Bible  Characters.  D.  L.  Moody 

12  Gospel  Pictures  and  Story  Sermons. 

Whittle 

13  “And  Peter.”  J.  W.  Chapman 

15  Light  on  Life’s  Duties.  F.  B.  Meyer 

16  Point  and  Purpose  in  Story  and  Saying 

18  The  Good  Shepherd.  Life  of  Christ 

19  Good  Tidings.  Talmage  and  others 

20  Sovereign  Grace.  D.  L.  Moody 

21  Select  Sermons.  D.  L.  Moody 

22  Fifty  Temperance  Tales 

23  Nobody  Loves  Me — A Story.  Mrs.  O.  F. 

Walton 

24  The  Empty  Tomb.  Various  Authors 
26  Sowing  and  Reaping.  D.  L.  Moody 

28  Probable  Sons — A Story.  Amy  LeFeuvre 
30  Good  News.  Robert  Boyd 
32  The  Secret  of  Guidance.  F.  B.  Meyer 
34  The  Second  Coming  of  Christ 
36  Sunday  Talks  to  the  Young.  Josiah  Mee 
38  Parables  from  Nature.  Mrs.  Alfred 
Gatty 

40  The  Story  of  a Surrendered  Life,  or 
Kadesh-Barnea.  J.  W.  Chapman 
42  Whiter  Than  Snow  and  Little  Dot. — 
Stories.  Mrs.  O.  F.  Walton 
44  The  Overcoming  Life.  D.  L.  Moody 
46  A Royal  Exile.  T.  D.  Talmage 

48  The  Prodigal  . Various  Authors 

49  The  Spirit-Filled  Life.  John  MacNeil 
60  Jessica’s  First  Prayer — A Story.  Stretton 

51  A Castaway.  F.  B.  Meyer 

52  Heaven  on  Earth.  A.  C.  Dixon 

53  Select  N orthfield  Sermons 

54  Absolute  Surrender.  Andrew  Murraj 
65  Possibilities.  J.  G.  K.  McClure 

56  What  is  Faith?  Spurgeon,  Moody  and 

others 

57  Christie’s  Old  Organ — A Story.  Walton 
68  Naaman  the  Syrian.  A.  B.  Mackay 

60  Weighed  and  Wanting.  Addresses  on 

the  Ten  Commandments.  Dt  L. 
Moody 

61  The  Crew  of  the  Dolphin — A Story. 

Hesba  Sti-etton 

63  Meet  for  the  Master’s  Use.  F.  B.  Meyer 

64  Our  Bible.  C.  Leach  and  R.  A.  Torrey 

65  Alone  in  London — A Story.  Hejba 

Stretton 

66  Moody’s  Anecdotes 

67  Drummond’s  Addresses 

68  The  Mirage  of  Lite.  W.  H.  Miller 

69  Children  of  the  Bible 

70  The  Power  of  Pentecost.  Thomas  Waugh 

71  Men  of  the  Bible.  D.  L.  Moody 

SOME  OF  THE  FOREGOING  TITLES  AR 
A8K  FOR.DET AILED  INFORMATION  (FU1 

72  A Peep  Behind  the  Scenes.  Mrs.  O.  F. 

Walton 

73  The  School  of  Obedience.  Andrew 

Murray 

74  Home  Duties.  R.  T.  Cross 

76  Moody ’s  Stories 

77  The  True  Estimate  of  Life.  G.  Campbell 

Morgan 

78  The  Robber’s  Cave — A Story.  A.L.O.E. 
81  Thoughts  for  the  Quiet  Hour 

83  The  Shorter  Life  of  D.  L.  Moody.  Vol.I. 

P.  D.  Moody  and  A.  P.  Fitt 

85  Revival  of  a Dead  Church.  L.  G. 

Broughton 

86  Moody’s  Latest  Sermons 

87  A Missionary  Penny — A Story.  L.C.W.  # 

88  Calvary’s  Cross.  Spurgeon,  Whittle  and 

89  How  to  Pray.  R.  A.  Torrey 

90  Little  King  Davie — A Story.  Nellie  Heliis 

91  Short  Talks.  D.  L.  Moody 

93  Pilgrim's  Progress.  JoI'T*  Bunyan 

95  Our  Lord’s  Return,  or  Wnat  is  “Maran- 

atha”?  Gillings 

96  Kept  for  the  Master’s  Use.  Havergal 
98  Back  to  Bethel.  F.  B.  Meyer 

100  Up  from  Sin.  L.  G.  Broughton 

101  Ten  Commandments.  G.  Campbell  i 

Morgan 

102  Popular  Amusements  and  the  Christian 

Life.  Sinks 

104  Answers  to  Prayer,  from  George  Muherie  i 

Narratives 

105  The  Way  Home.  D.  L.  Moody 

108  Life  of  Adoniram  Judson.  Julia  H, 

Johnoton 

109  Life  of  David  Livingston,  Mrs.  J.  H. 

Worcester,  Jr. 

111  Life  of  Henty  Martyn  and  Samuel  Mills. 

Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Rhea 

112  Life  of  Robert  Moffat.  M.  L.  Wilder  j 

114  First  Words  to  Young  Christians.  Robt. 

Boyd 

115  Rosa’s  Quest — A Story.  Anna  P.  Wright 

116  Difficulties  in  the  Bible.  R.  A.  Torrey 

119  Practical  and  Perplexing  Questions  An- 

swered. R.  A.  Torrey 

120  Satan  and  the  Saint.  James  M.  Gray 

121  Present  Day  Life  and  Religion.  A.  C. 

Dixon 

122  Great  Epochs  of  Sacred  History.  James 

M.  Gray 

123  Salvation  from  Start  to  Finish.  James 

M.  Gray 

125  Life  in  a Look.  M.  S.  Baldwin 

126  Burton  Street  Folks.  Anna  P.  Wright 

127  Bible  Problems  Explained.  James  M. 

Gray  $ 

128  Papers  on  Our  Lord’s  Coming.  “C.H.M.**  l 

129  The  Christian:  His  Creed  and  Conduct,  & 

William  Evans 

130  Intercessory  Prayer.  J.  G.  K.  McClure  J 

131  From  Death  Unto  Life.  James  H.  Brookes  1 

132  Ruth,  the  Moabitess.  Henry  Moorehouse  k 

133  “Thus  Saith  the  Lord.”  35.  W.  Whittle  1 

E ISSUED  IN  FOREIGN  LANGUAGES™ 

JTHER  NUMBERS  ANNOUNCED  LATER)  M 

WHY  NOT  BECOME  A BOOK 
MISSIONARY? 

TSie  Work  Is  Congenial  an d Remunerative.  Then*  too*” 

It  is  easily  done. 

It  can  be  done  anywhere. 

It  appeals  to  one’s  best,  and  the  best  in  others. 

It  is  adapted  to  either  men  or  women,  young  or  old. 

Ittmay  be  followed  in  either  city  or  country  districts. 

It  requires  only  moderate  capita!  with  which  to  begin. 

Its  books  fill  a want  greatly  felt  in  many  communities. 

It  frequently  leads  to  even  larger  spheres  of  usefulness. 

It  is  a work  which  may  be  done  at  any  season  of  the  year. 

It  may  be  pursued  for  a longer  or  shorter  time,  as  desired. 

Its  plan  wTins  the  cordial  support  of  most  evangelical  pastors. 

Its  founder  and  authors  are  well  known  and  universally  respected. 
It  affords  opportunity  for  the  use  of  one’s  most  promising  talents. 
Its  pecuniary  reward  is  ample,  its  spiritual  returns  most  encour- 
aging. 

Its  plan  makes  a territory  easily  canvassable  again  and  again 
with  profit. 

It  is  conspicuously  free  from  even  the  suggestion  of  graft* 
schemes,  etc. 

Its  adaptation  is  to  all  classes  of  earnest  people  of  either  sex, 
old  or  young. 

Its  scope  (variety  o!  books  and  languages)  gives  it  the  broadest 
application  everywhere. 

Its  plans  of  working  secures  for  one  a most  valuable  training  in 
business,  in  the  study  of  human  nature,  etc. 

Its  prosecution  is  a most  helpful  employment,  taking  one  into 
the  open  air,  with  a modicum  of  physical  exercise. 

It  involves  a minimum  of  risk,  as  cash  paid  for  supplies  of  books 
not  sold  may  (under  certain  simple  conditions)  be  refunded. 
Its  general  aim  is  to  “preach  the  Gospel  in  print,”  and  this  by 
means  of  attractive,  popular  and  low-priced  books,  of  which 
this  copy  is  a specimen. 

If  interested , will  you  not  write  us  for  further  particulars? 
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Gospel  Truth  in  Gospel  Tracts 

Do  you  wish  stars  in  your  crown  for  eternity?  Give  out  tracts! 


Showing  the  Way  of 
Salvation 

CONVERSION.  By  J.  Wilbur  Chap- 
man. What,  how,  when,  how  con- 
firmed. 

16  pp.,  each,  3c;  doz.,  30c;  100,  $2.00 
FOUR  THINGS  THAT  GOD 
WANTS  YOU  TO  KNOW.  By  J.  D. 
Hall.  You  need  to  be  saved ; you  can- 
not save  yourself;  Jesus  has  provided 
for  your  salvation;  Jesus  delivers  out 
of  temptation. 

8 pp.,  doz.  10c;  100,  75c 
GOD’S  WAY  OF  SALVATION.  By 
Alexander  Marshall.  Excellent  for 
those  who  make  excuses,  have  diffi- 
culties, or  want  their  own  way. 

32  pp.,  each,  4c;  doz.,  40c;  100,  $2.50 
GOSPEL,  THE.  A unique  1-page 
"tract  to  bring  the  unsaved  to  a per- 
sonal application  of  John  3:16. 

Doz.,  6c;  100,  40c 

GOD’S  SURE  PROMISE.  Arranged 
by  R.  A.  Torrey.  A 6-page  card  for 
inquirers,  with  simple  exposition  of  the 
way  of  life,  and  hints  on  Bible  study. 

Doz.,  25c;  100,  $1.00 
SALVATION  FIRST!  A 1-page 
leaflet,  large  type,  for  broadcast  dis- 
tribution. 

Doz.,  5c;  100,  25c;  1,000,  $2.00 

Showing  Believers  the  Way 
of  Victory 

CONFESSING  CHRIST,  THE 
DUTY  AND  PRIVILEGE  OF  EVERY 
CHRISTIAN.  By  W.  R.  N.  Four 
chapters  on  ‘‘Why,’*  “How,”  “Where” 
and  “When”  to  confess  Christ.  A 
booklet  of  unusual  value. 

48  pp.,  10c 

POWER  OF  “THE  NAME,”  THE. 

A very  helpful  message  for  those  seeking 
deliverance  from  the  grip  and  blight  of 
an  evil  habit. 

4 pp.,  100,  50c;  1,000,  $3.75 
HOLINESS  AND  SERVICE.  By 
A.  T.  Pierson.  A victorious  life  tract, 
on  spontaneous  obedience  and  service. 
16  pp.,  4c  each;  doz.,  40c;  100,  $2.50 


HOW  I ASCERTAIN  THE  WILL  OF 
GOD.  By  George  Muller.  Used 
largely  by  evangelists. 

Doz.,  5c;  100,  30c 

SAFETY,  CERTAINTY,  AND  EN- 
JOYMENT. By  Geo.  Cutting.  A 
well-known  tract  for  the  unsaved,  and 
for  the  believer  lacking  assurance. 

16  pp.,  doz.,  25c;  100,  $1.50 
HOW  TO  MAKE  A SUCCESS  OF 
THE  CHRISTIAN  LIFE.  By  R.  A. 
Torrey.  A popular  and  most  useful 
leaflet  for  those  that  have  recently 
accepted  Christ,  or  for  the  older  Chris- 
tian who  is  not  growing  in  grace. 

8 pp.,  doz.,  10c;  100,  80c 

Showing  Up  Unsound 
Doctrines 

ERRORS  OF  “MILLENNIAL 
DAWN  ISM,”  THE.  By  James  M. 
Gray.  A valuable  booklet  with  which 
to  meet  the  errors  of  the  “International 
Bible  Students’  Association.” 

24  pp.,  each  5c;  doz.,  50c;  100,  $3.00 
FUTURE  RETRIBUTION  OF  THE 
WICKED,  THE.  By  James  M. 
Gray.  As  shown  in  the  story  of  the 
Rich  Man  and  Lazarus. 

16  pp.,  each,  3c;  doz.,  30c;  100,  $2.00 
HOW  CHRISTIAN  SCIENCE  CON- 
TRADICTS THE  BIBLE.  By  A.  C. 
Dixon.  Showing  the  “deadly  parallel.” 
4 pp.,  doz.,  10c;  100,  50c 
LAW  AND  GRACE.  By  A.  I.  Bem- 
inger,  M.D.  For  Seventh-Day  keepers 
and  others  in  bondage  to  the  law. 

6 pp.,  doz.,  15c;  100,  $1.00 
SHOULD  CHRISTIANS  DANCE? 
By  T.  W.  Callaway.  A powerful  tract 
against  this  worldly  amusement,  for 
Christians  who  are  carried  away  by  it. 

4 pp.,  doz.,  10c;  100,  50c 
WHEN  WILL  CHRIST  COME 
AGAIN?  By  T.  W.  Callaway.  Pre- 
and  Post-Millennial  ism  compared  and 
contrasted.  1 1 makes  a great  difference 
which  you  believe. 

3c;  doz.,  30c;  100,  $2.00 
Special:  A sample  of  each  of  the 

above  named  tracts  will  be  sent  for 
25c.  Ask  for  “Gospel  Truth”  Tracts. 
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Three  Valuable  Books! 


By  REV.  JAMES  M.  GRAY,  D.D, 

BIBLE  PROBLEMS  EXPLAINED 

The  author  for  years  has  been  in  receipt  of  questions  from  cor- 
respondents in  all  parts  of  the  world,  bearing  on  problems  of  the 
Bible,  the  church  and  Christian  experience.  They  have  had 
attention  in  due  course,  and  many  of  these  inquiries  are  now  culled 
and  presented  (anonymously)  with  their  answers  for  the  benefit  of 
others.  For  convenience  the  matter  is  arranged  under  the  follow- 
ing-named heads: 


Questions  on  the  Bible. 

The  Doctrine  of  God. 

The  Person  of  Christ. 

The  Church. 

The  Christian  Ministry. 
Christian  Doctrine  and  Life. 


Applied  Christianity. 

The  Future  Life. 

Israel,  or  the  Jews, 

Second  Coming  of  Christ  and  thfc 
Millennium. 

Satan,  Angelology  and  Modern  “isms.” 


Besides  this,  the  contents  are  readily  accessible  under  the  addi- 
tional classifications  of  “Subject  Index”  and  “Bible  Texts.” 


By  REV.  R.  A.  TORREY,  D.D. 


DIFFICULTIES  AND  ALLEGED  ERRORS  AND 
CONTRADICTIONS  IN  THE  BIBLE 


After  a general  statement  of  the  case,  indicating  the  classes  of 
difficulties  and  suggesting  their  treatment,  the  author  discusses 
specific  difficulties,  such  ass 


The  First  Chapter  of  Genesis. 

The  Antiquity  of  Man. 

Where  Did  Cain  Get  His  Wife? 
Jehovah’s  Command  to  Offer  Isaac. 
God  Hardening  Pharaoh’s  Heart. 
The  Slaughter  of  the  Canaanites. 
The  Sun  Standing  Still. 


The  Sacrifice  of  Jephthah’s  Daughter, 
“impure”  Bible  Stories. 

Jonah  and  “the  Whale.” 

Preaching  to  the  Spirits  in  Prison. 
“Contradictions”  and  “Mistakes”  in 
the  Bible. 

Etc.,  etc. 


PRACTICAL  AND  PERPLEXING  QUESTIONS 
ANSWERED 

Over  150  answers  to  difficulties  met  in  Bible  Study.  Christian 
work  and  personal  experience.  All  the  ever-recurring  questions 
about  Christian  conduct  and  belief  anticipated  and  answered. 

~ 

1 16mo,  125  pages  each,  paper,  30c,  or  ; cloth,  75c  net 


L 
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